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Means if it is contemplated by the bill to create 


Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir. It only provides 


ai 
| 


; ; > 
ew regiment or regiments’ * | 


for the supply of those regiments now in exist- || 


ence. The item just read is intended to keep up | 
the supply of horses necessary in the place of 
those giving out every year. 

When the following clause was read, 

“For the manufacture of arms at the national armories, 
250,000,"” 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said: I am di- 
rected by the majority of the select committee 
appointed to examine into the affairs of the na- 
tional armories, to report the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the clause just 
read: 

Provided, That so much of the laws heretofore passed 
which authorized the appointment of military officers to 
superintend the operations at the national armories be, and | 
the same is hereby, repealed ; and from and after the pas- | 


| 
| 


FRIDAY, JULY 14, 1854. 


The CHAIRMAN. To what clause in the bill 
does the gentleman propose to offer it? 

Mr. HOWE. As an independent section. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is not in order. 

Mr. HOWE. Iam aware that it is not, but I 
suppose it may be offered by unanimous consent. 

The CHAIRMAN. It may, if there be no 


em 
r. WALSH. I object. 
Mr. HOWE. Well, sir, [ask the leave of the 


committee to make a statement. 
There was no objection, and Mr. H. proceeded: 


» The facts ‘of the case are simply these: Captain 


sage of this act it shall be the duty of the President of the || 
United States, by and with the advice of the Senate, to || 


appoint a competent and well qualified civilian, as super- 
intendent at each of said armories. 

Mr. S. then addressed the committee for an | 
hour in support of his amendment, and upon the | 
subject generally of the military superintendence | 
of armories. His remarks, withheld for revision, 
will be published in the Appendix. 

Mr. DICKINSON obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts will yield me the floor, | will make a 
motion that the committee rise, for the purpose of 
going back into the House and passing a resolu- 
tion to close the debate upon this bill. 

Mr. KEITT. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the proposition will 
not be assented to. Do I understand the gentle- 
man frors, Massachusetts as yielding the floor for 
this pufPSse? 

Mr. DICKINSON. I do not yield the floor | 
for that purpose. 

Mr. LETCHER. 


James S. Abeel has been a military storekeeper 
at Rome arsenal, New York, since the 23d of 
January, 1838, at which time the compensation 


|| attached to his office was $1,250 per annum. By 


the act. of 1842, the number of military store- 
keepers was limited to fifteen, and they were 
divided into two classes. Five of those, who were 
also to discharge the duties of paymaster, were 
to constitute the first class, and their compensation 
was fixed at $1,250 per annum. The remaining 
ten were to constitute the second class, and to 
receive a compensation of $800 perannum. Cap- 
tain Abeel was placed in the second class, and his 
salary reduced from $1,250 to 800 per annum. 


| Since the passage of the act, two of the store- 


keepers placed in the second class have had their 
compensation increased to that of first class 
storekeepers viz: F. A. Webber, of Watertown 


arsenal, under the act of March 3, 1849, and 
| David Butler, of the Little Rock arsenal, Arkan- 


I trust not. 1 


be close@ until my colleague [Mr. Favuikner] || 


from the Harper’s Ferry district, a member of this | 
committee, and who, as well as his constituents, 
is deeply interested in this matter, shall have an 
opportunity of being heard. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If it is the determination of 
the committee to keep open this debate until the 


entl , istric oa de 
gentleman from the Harper’s Ferry district returna, || $1,250 per annum. 


i personal history of this gentleman, I will say that 


it will be a great deal better to put the bill aside, | 
and take up some other bill. 
Mr. KEITT. 


sas, by the act of September 28, 1850. The pay 
of the second class, on duty in New Mexico, 
California, and Oregon, has also been increased 
to the pay of the first class. : 

Now, sir, the office of military storekeeper is 
one of considerable responsibility. He is respon- 
sible for the stores placed in his charge; and to 


| hope this debate will not | give some idea of the value of those placed in his 


charge, I will state that there were, under the 
charge of Captain Abeel in 1847, $286,922 29. 
In 1853 there were $123,803. I will also state 
that he is required to give bond and security to the 


/ amount of $15,000. 


I desire to make this simple || 


statement, that this House appointed a committee || 


to examine this subject. We were engaged in the | 
examination for four months, and submitted a vol- 
ume of testimony, of nearly three hundred pages, | 


been read by any member of this House. Now, | 
if the subject was of sufficient importance to war- 


this House turn the thing into a farce by taking 
action without reading a word of the reports of 
that committee? 


Mr. STANTON. They have had two months 
to read them. 


Mr. DICKINSON then resumed the floor, and | 
replied to some portions of Mr. Sranron’s speech. 


His remarks are withheld for revision, and will be || 


found in the Appendix. 

Mr. HOWE. I wish to ask the indulgence of | 
the committee to make a motion which requires 
unanimous consent. I am compelled to leave the 
city this evening. [ have been detained for the 
last three or four days to waitfor the disposition 
of the river and harbor bill. TI feel a good deal of 
mterest in the amendment I propose to offer, and 
I hope the committee will give me their consent 
to offer it, although it is out of order. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Sec. 2. And be it further ena ili 
storekeeper at Rome char f New York be sitowed Wee 
the first day of October, 1842, the same com pensation as is 
authorized by the act of the 23d of August, 1842.10 be 
| —s to the storekeepers at the Washington, Pittsburg, and 


Vatervliet arsenals, and that there be paid to military store- 
keeper James 8. Abeel, twenty dollars per month, for and. 


during the time he has ormed the duti issary 
Qnd assistant cameleon et nie. 


10s 





i 


These are the circumstances under which I have 
asked leave to offer this amendment increasing 
the compensation of Captain Abeel from $800 to 
Now, sir, in reference to the 


it shows that his life has baen one of no ordinary 
gallantry in the service of his country. When 
only seventeen years of age, he fought most gal- 
lantly at the batueof Lundy’s Lane, carrying the 
flag of his country in the thickest of the fight; 


and-two reports, not one of which I euppose, has || and when it was riddled with balis he still held 


the shattered staff in his hands. He suffered 
great exposure during the war. He continued in 


: ; om 1 vi i tire war, as I am in- 
rant the appointment of that select committee, will || the service during the entire . 


formed, suffering such exposure as entirely to 
deprive him of his voice. Since then he has been 
unable to articulatea loud word. He is utterly 
disqualified for any other pursuit, and has a family 
of eight children depending on him for support. 
Now, | put the question to the committee, whether 
this man, under these circumstances, is to have 
his compensation cut down from $1,250 to $800 
by ageneral, notaspecial act? I ask whether such 
a man, disabled in his country’s service, has not 
the right to come here and appeal to justice and 

atriotism to see that his children do not lack 
breed. I have nothing further to say, and leave 
the subject with the committee. 

Mr. KEITT. The chairman of the select 
committee is absent just now; and as it seemed to 
be the general understanding that this bill was to 
be passed over, I will make that motion. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 1 would suggest that we 
should go into the House, and take up some other 
business, 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee may lay this 
bill aside, and take up some other which may be 
passed this evening. The Post Office appropria- 
tion bill may be taken up. 

_Mr‘ KEITT. My colleague (Mr. Aixen] de- 
sires to have taken up and considered a bill 


| ter. 


New Sraies....No. 108. 


which was reported from his comntittee; and I 
therefore hope my motion will be agreed to. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 


So the Army appropriation bill was laid aside, 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that House bill 
No. 336—the Post Office appropriation bill—be 
taken up for consideration. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that the first reading 
of the bill, which is for information, be dispensed 
with, and that the bill be read by sections for 
amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk then read the bill by paragraphs for 
amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the bill be laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with the recom- 
mendation that it pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 


Mr. AIKEN. I move to take up House bill 
No. 351, making appropriations for light-houses, 
light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the 
erection and establishment of the same, and for 
other purposes. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. AIKEN, the first reading 
of the bill was dispensed with. 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the bill by 
paragraphs for amendments. 

W hen the following clause was read: 

‘© Muine.— For rebuilding light-house and keeper’s dwell- 
ing on Petit Menan Island, #35,000,”’ 

Mr. McMULLIN said: I desire to know if* 
this is the light-house in the State of Maine that 
was built some years ago by a compromise? I 
should like the gentleman representing that district 
to give me some information in regard to this mat- 
This is a proposition from the reading of 


which I gather that it is for the rebuilding of a 
| light-house in the State of Maine. Has the old 


light-house at that point been burned down? has 
it rotted away? has it been washed away? or 
what has been done with it? I should like to be 
informed in this matter. Hereisan appropriation 
of $25,000 asked for, and we are not distinetly 
put in possession of the facts. I received inform- 
ation, not long since, to this effect: a controversy 
arose in the State of Maine as to the situation of 


| a light-house between two points, the people on 
one side of the island or river desiring it to be 


| Let the committee be informed of all the facts. 


| tion, of course they may do so. 


built on their side, and the people on the other 
desiring to have it on theirs; and, by way of com- 
promise, they agreed to build it between the two 
points, and an appropriation was asked for to 
make a mode of conveyance, by which to reach 
the light-house. 

Now, | do not know whether this is the light- 
house that is provided for by the eS ee just 
read, but | desire to be informed whether it is or not. 
if 
they propose to rebuild a light-house there, what 
has become of the old one? I confess that, with- 
out such information, it would be, to my mind, 
going it rather blind to make this appropriation. 
If it be the pleasure of the committee, however, 
to make this appropriation without such informa- 
But for the pur- 
pose of procuring for this committee, and for 


| myself, some light—as | desire to vote under- 
| standingly—I move to strike out that provision of 


the bill. 
Mr. AIKEN. I have only a word to say in 
reference to this matter. There are only three 


| items for the building of light-houses in Maine. 


They are all in a dilapidated condition. Their 
rebuilding has been petitioned for, and they have 


| been examined by the Light-House Board, and 


i) 


recommended by them. 

In regard to the compromise which the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. McMv uy] alludes to, 
I have to say that | know nothing about it, and { 








oer 


have madeno inquiries. I believe these items are 
ail correct, so far as | know qnd understand them. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I assure the worthy gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, that | have as much 


| 
i] 
i 


| 


coufidence in the correctness of his judgment as | 
in that of any gentleman upon this floor, when he 


has examined a question which he brings to the 
notice of this House. But in this case, as in 
many other cases upon which this House is called 
to act, I cannot consent to sit here and regisiermy 
vote upon the recommendation, or upon the esti- 
mates of your commissioners and your Secre- 
taries, or heads of Departments, unless | can see 

round to believe that the thing is right by itself. 
Pesca’ this matter may be right in itself; but it 
does seem to me, that, from the showing of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, this committee 
ought to have something more before them, before 
hey pass this bill with estimate in it, 

Mr. FARLEY, (interrupting.) If the gentle- 
men will allow me to make a suggestion, | will 
pay, that the item in question has reference to a 
light-house situated in the district represented by 
my colleague, (Mr. Foiier,] who is now absent 
from the House. I have sent for documents of 
the Light-House Board, which throw light upon 
the subject; and if the gentleman from Virginia 
will allow this matter to be passed over for the 
present, it can be taken up by-and-by, when the 
document will be here. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I am perfectly willing, if 
it meets the views of the commiltee, to pass by this 
item informally, and take up the next one, in 
order to afford time to its friends to get the inform: 
ation | desire. And, certainly, in the absence of 
the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Fuiier,) who 
represents the district in which this hght-house is 
situated, | would not insist upon a vote, if the 
committee is willing to pass it by informally. I do 
not desire to withdraw the amendment, but to [et 
it stand and be considered hereafter. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. If it be the pleasure 
of the committee to pass this item by informally, 
lam surel shall not object to it; but | deciare that 
Ido not at all see the necessity of doing so. Ido 
not at all feel the force of the remarks of my col- 
league. He speaks of a compromise having been 


made in respest to this light-house, It is nota 


matter about which a compromise can be made by | 


anybody. It is not a boon granted to any indi- 
vidual, {tis not a boon granted to any neighbor- 


hood, Itis a public work, for the benefit of the 
navigating interest of the whole country. Itis a 
public matter about which no compromise could 
have been entertained or made. 
this appropriation is verified to us by the report of 
the Light-House Board. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 
will read what the Light House Board says about 
it, if the gentleman from Virginia will yield to me. 

Mr. BAYLY. Certainly. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. TPheinformation which 
has been sent to the Committee on Commerce is 
ample. Iwill read a condensed paragraph from 
the reportof the Light-House Board. It is this: 

‘* Numbers three, four, and six are for rebuilding Petit 
Menan, Baker's Island, and Franklin Island light. houses, 
recommended by the Light House Board, upon the repor 
of the district inspector, in consequence of its being im 


»ssible, from the dilapidated condition of the towers and 
uildings, to repair them.”’ 


Mr. BAYLY. | declare I think that is enough 
about that item. These light-houses are not mat- 


The necessity for | 


ters in which there is any particular local interest. | 


Mr. MACDONALD. I would say to the gen- 
tleman that, by a recurrence to the annual report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, you will find 
there a communication from the chairman of the 
Light-House Board. 


You will find in the supplemental report the fol- 
lowing estimates: 

Fer rebuilding light. house and keeper’s dwelling on Petit 
Menan Ieiand, $35,000 ; 

For rebuilding light house on Baker’s Island, $5,000; 

For rebuilding light. house on Franklin Island, 5,000; 

For procuring illuminating apparatus, and completing 


tieht. house tower and buildings authorized to be built on 
Boon isiand, $14,973. 


In Senate Executive Document No. 2 I find 
the following explanation: 


“T.ist B., hereto appended, exhibits some of the pro- 


posed improvements and increase of aids to navigation || 


recommended in the general progeamme of the temporary 
Light House Board in its report submitted in 1852, and re- 


newed in the annual report from this office, jaid besore | 


Congress at its last session. 


4 


* Recurring to the two previous reports above referred to, || 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, © 


' 
; 


in which it is recommended that though no effort should be |) 


spared to render all the lights and other aids to navigation | 
authorized by Congress efficient, as rapidly as the means 
provided will permit, yet the improvement of sea coast | 
lights and exterior aids to navigation is of parsmount im- 

portance, ‘The board takes Utis occasion respeetfully to 
renew this recommendation, and ask tts favorable consid- 


I will only add, that this appropriation is pred- 
icated upon a report made to Copgress in 1852. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 1 destre to know of the | 
gentieman from Maine if this is the light-house | 
that was built between two points where there was 
a controversy as to which should have it? One 
party contended that it should be one side of the 
river, and the other party that itshould be on the 
other side, By way of a compromise, it was de- 
cided that it should be built at a point that would 
accommodate both. It was built there, and was 
afterwards ascertained that $20,000. or $30,000 


must be expended to furnish the means of getting 
at it. 


Mr. MACDONALD. In reply to the inquiry of | 
the gentleman from. Virginia, | will say that | | 
have no knowledge of any such case as the gen- 
tleman from Virginiaalludes to. The only knowl- | 
edge | have in reference to it, is derived from the 
document from which | have read. 1 have heard 
of no such facts, and know of none. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I think 1 ¢an 
answer the inquiry of my colleague. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 1 am not disposed to em- 
barrass the committee, and I will therefore with- 
draw my proposition, and allow the reading of 
the bill to proceed. 

Mr. HAVEN. If the gentleman withdraws |, 
his objection, there is no need of any further ex- | 
planation; but if any were necessary, 1 think it 
would be very easy to furnish it. | wall state 
that this appropriation is $10,000 less than was | 
asked for. In the appendix to the report of the | 
Light-Heuse Board I find the follewing: | 

“1. Petit Menan light house.—This is the most eastern | 
first class light on the coast of the United States. Itis at 
present one of the worst of all the lights, and the tower is | 
so badly built, and soe old, and the lantern so small, that | 
litte can be done to improve mt; and all that could be done 


} 
i 
will not make ita light good enough for the important posi- | 
tion of a first-class sea coast light. | 


“{ therefore recommend that the tower and keeper’s 
dwelling be rebuilt, and thatthere be a second order Fresnel 
lens apparatus placed in the new hight house. Por this pur- 
pose an appropriation of 345,000 will be necessary.’’ 

This is all 1 have to say. 


Mr. SKELTON. 


ment: 





I offer the following amend- 


For a continuation of the svstem of protecting human 
life {rom shipwreck, as heretofore established, by life- boats 


on the New Jersey coast, $25,000, 

The appropriation which I now propose, is in 
continuation of the s#®tem ofappropriations here- 
tofore made, and has been recommended by the 
Secretary of the Treasury since the recent disaster 
to the ship Powhatan. I[t will be borne in mind 
that some two months ago there were some three 
hundred and forty lives lost on that coast, in con- 
sequence of having no life-boats to protect the 
passengers on board of that ship. The wreck- 
masters upon our coast talked with the captain of 
the Powhatan, within speaking distance, but their 
boat was lying stranded on the beach. Every 
passenger on board the ship, ifa life-boat had been 
located at that point, might have been rescued. 
Disasters like this do not occur occasionally, but 
they occur every year. 

It will be borne in mind that the coast of New 
Jersey lies southeast of the harbor of New York, 
and every ship sailing into the harbor of New 
York, whether an emigrant ship or a steamer, is 
liable to be driven upon that barren, sandy coast. 
Twenty thousand dollars have been heretofore 
appropriated for the protection of vessels upon 
that coast; and thousands of lives have been saved 
within a few years by the location of life-boats 
there. And the addition now asked is recom- 
mended by the Secretary of the Treasury. The 
doubling of life-boats on this coastis an object rec- 


a 


| ommended and desired. I will, therefore, not make 
-aspeech on the subject. 


Every member of the 
committee must be satisfied of the necessity and the 
vast importance of protecting life on a coast where 
so many passengers are daily and hourly exposed 
to the peril of certain destruction. 1 will likewise 


say that this expenditure will be annually more 


than reimbursed to the United States Government 


‘on the customs which it will receive from goods 


I 


| Government is merely required to send the 


; 

} tional number of life-boats recommended b 

eration by the Department and by Congress.” 
| 
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lost on the 


: to the Gover 
will be more than the annual expenditure 


. . . 2, 
an annual expenditure is not asked for 7p, 


which, without it, would be ‘ 
The duties that will be saved om, 


DMene 


Te 
adi be 


Secretary of the Treasury; and once they hare 
ve 


been placed therg, they will be rermManent fixty 

for years to come. ‘lhousands of human — 
will evidently be saved by this expenditure 
$20,000. 1 will trouble the committee no fen 
in the matter, believing that every member of . 
committee will agree to the amendment. oe 
The question was put; and the amendment wag 


agreed to. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I offer the follow. 


‘ing amendment: 


_ After line two hundred and ninety-six, insert the follow. 
ing : q 


For buoys to be placed in suitable places in Maitche. 
pungo bay, and its tributaries, $1,000. 

In respect to that amendment, I have only to 
say, that the petition which was sent to me in 
respect to this matter, made out the necegsir of 
these buoys very clearly. But it was received «,, 
late that the Committee on Commerce hag no 


opportunity to act upon it, but fam quite sure jr 
| will meet with their approbation, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. NOBLE. I move to amend the four hyp. 
dred and ninety-first and four handred and piney 
second lines, so that they will read, as follows: 


For repair of the light house, foundations, and pier cop 
nected therewith, near Monroe, $7,200. 


Mr. Chairman, an appropriation similar to the 
one in the bill, passed at the last Congress, by; 
was lost by the neglect of the engrossing clerk, 
The appropriation was made necessary in conse. 
quence of the foundation of the light-house being 
partially washed away, and the pier connected 
with the main work being somewhat damaged, 
The damage was still further increased last March 
by a violent storm. My amendment only jp. 
creases the appropriation tu what it has Oeen esti- 


| mated the work would cost by the local ‘superin- 


tendent. I trust the amendnient may be adopted. 

The amendment was adopted, 

Mr. STEVENS, of Michigan. I moveéo amend 
the bill by inserting the following: 

For a light- house at or near old Fort Mackinaw, Michi. 
gan, $6,000. 

Mr. Chairman, the point for which I ask this 
appropriation is at the narrowest part of the straits 


| of Mackinaw. The navigation is narrowed there, 
| somewhat crooked, and very difficult. Vessels 
| in the night, going by the compass, will run 
| ashore on one of the small islands there. This 


light house will enable them to navigate at night 
as well as they can in day time. 1 am informed 


| by a great many masters of boats that, on reach- 


ing this point, they are compelled to lay to untl 
the morning, so that they may pass it with safety. 
This light-house erected, and the navigation wil 
be safe at all times. lask that it may be granted. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. Who es 
mated $6,000? I think the gentleman had bewer 
only ask for $5.000. 

Mr. STEVENS. The estimate was made by 
the Light-House Board. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would inquire of 


| the gentleman from Michigan, whether or not there 
was any evidence before the committee of tit 


necessity for this appropriation ? 

Mr. STEVENS. There was not. 

Mr. SMITH. Why was not the estimalt 
sent to the committee? ' 

Mr. STEVENS. Because it was not receivél 
in time. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I understand that the 
gentleman from Michigan got this estimate from 
the Light-House Board, afer the bill had bees 
reported. If that board estimate $6,000 then tht 
amendment ought to be adopted. 

Mr. SMITH. The Light-House Board msy 
have made an estimate, being called on to do * 
but is there any evidence that that board deem 
the appropriation a wise one? We know thsi 
light-houses frequently interfere with one another. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Sreveys* 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
strike out the following clause: 

Mlinois.—Por a beacon. light on the breakwater at Wat 


I move to 
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ald inquire of 
rT or not there 
nittee of the 


the estimate 
| not received 


tand that the 
»stimate from 
bill had been 
000 then the 


» Board may 
| on to do 80, 
t board deem 
Te know that 
one another. 
r. Stevens's 


I. I move to 
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Ligle Fort,) in place of the present light-house, 
‘ 


kegan, 
1,000 
for bays 





to mark the bar and harbor at Chicago, $300. 

Por a tight at Port Clinton, 25,000. , ’ 

For a light on the breakwater now in course of con- |) 
—sotion at the harbor of Waukegan, when the break wa- 
wet be in a suitable condition for erecting the struc- || 
be = place of the present light at Little Fort, 36,000. 


And insert in lieu thereof the Tollowing: 
Jitinots.—For a temporary beacon light at or near the | 
breakwater now being constucied at Waukegan, (Little | 
21 000: 

— est mark the bar and harbor at Chicago, $300. | 
Fora light at Port Clinton, $5,000. 
For the loundation of the light house on the break water } 

now in couse of construction at the harbor of WwW aukegan, 

for a light when the foundation shall be in a suitable condi 
tin for erecting the structure In the place of the present 
light at Little Fort, $10,500, to be expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of War. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would be glad to 
know if these appropriations are in accordance 
with the estimates made by the officers having 
charge of these works ? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. They are in accordance 
with estimates made by the proper officers. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. 1 offer the following | 


amendment: 

To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to settle with 
and pay the contractors for building light houses on the 
coast of California and Oregon, the sum of $59,434: Pro 
videl, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay the said contractors for building the light- 


' - || 
house at Point Loma, near San Diego, what the same is || , , 
‘| of the amendment of the gentleman from Wash. | 

| ington, that not long since we lost a national ves- | 


reasonably worth, 


Mr.-WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 
make a point of order on that amendment. It is 
a private claim, and not germane to the bill under 
consideration 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I ask that the letter of 
the Secretary of the Treasury be read. 

The letter was read as follows: 


Treasury DerartMeNnT, June 26, 1854. 

Srr: | have the honor to iuclose a copy of a letter ad- 
dressed to this Department by Gibbons & Kelly, coutract- 
ors for building certain light - houses on the Pacifie coast, 
and of a report made to, and resolution adopted by, the | 
Senate, upon the subject of their claim for extra work 
done, expenses incurred, and losses sustained, for which, 
as they allege, they are entitled to compensation over and 
above the amount stipulated to be paid by contract, accord- 
ing to a proper construction thereof. These claims are not 
verified and passed upon. 


before August next. They amount to 859,434, and the 
contractors express the wish, and such seems to be the view 
of the Senate, that the amount should, before the adjourn- 
ment of Congress, be placed at the disposal of the Depart 
ment to meet these demands, or so much thereof as they 
may thereafter be able to establish. Under these circum. | 
stances, and without committing the Department to the 
construction contended for, orto any of the allowances 
claimed, I respectfully submit the expediency of making | 
the appropriation required. | 
lam, very respectfully, JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. R. M. T. Honrer, Chairman Committee on Finance, | 
United States Senate. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order raised by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I beg leave to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment, which was omitted to be 
offered at the proper time. It has been approved 
by the Committee on Commerce: 


At the end of the one hundred and forty-eighth line add | 
the following : 


For a fog-bell at Saybrook light-house, Connecticut, || 


$1,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. LANCASTER. [ offer the following | 


amendment: 
After the word ‘ dollars’ in the five hundred and forty- | 
seventh Ine, insert the following: 


For buoys for the harbor and 
we eae nd entrance to Shoal Water 


{ would state for the informatio of the com- | 


mittee that [ have not been instructed to offer this | 
amendment. Ina communication from the sec- | 
retary of the Light-House Board, he states that | 
on the passage of this bill he intends to 
buoys at the entrance to Shoal Water bay, and to | 
mark its anchorage inthe bay. On looking at the 
bill, | do not see any provision in it to authorize 
the establishment of buoys, the necessity of which | 
is apparent. Shoal Water bay is the only harbor | 
from the mouth of the Columbia river to. the 
straits of De Fuca. Vessels cannot sometimes get 
in, and have to stand off and on for perhaps 


twenty days, and then have to 
Se oy says. n have to square away for 


This harborcan be entered at all times, provided 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


The work will not be finished, || 
nor the amount of such claims capable of being liquidated || 


place || 


qj 











the channel be marked by buoys; and I offer this | 
amendment in order to secure that object. When | 
ships haveonce entered the harbor, there is a com- 

munication across to Oregon, from Shoal Water | 


| bay to Baker’s bay. There the ships may obtain 


Often vessels stand off and on at the 
mouth of the Columbia river, without being able 


supplies. 


i 
|| to enter until they have exhausted their supplies, 
|| and, in attempting to send boats to the shore for 


supplies, they have frequently been lost. The 
appropriation is only $3,000, and | hope the com- 


| mittee will allow it. 


Mr. LETCHER. I would ask the gentleman 
| from Washington Territory, by whom is the ap- 
| propriation recommended ? 
Mr. LANCASTER. [I stated to the com- 
mittee that I have not received any estimates, nor | 
has any recommendation been made. The only 
thing I have to say is, that in a communication 
from the secretary of the Light-House Board, 
upon this subject, he stated that in this bill there 
would be items for buoys, to be placed at the head 
| of the entrance, and at the anchorage of that bay. 
But no such items appear in the bill, and the great 
necessity of the establishment of buoys there is 
the reason why | haveoffered theamendment. 1 | 

| hope it will be adopted. 

| Mr. AIKEN. I have only to say in reference 

| to this matter, that Washington has been pretty || 


| well provided for in this bill. 


I beg leave to say, in support | 


Mr. BAYLY. 


sel at this very point, on account of the difficulty | 
of getting into the harbor. The value of that ves- 
| sel would pay for ten thousand buoys. 
The question was taken, and the amendment 
| was agreed to. 
Mr. AIKEN, I move that the committee nuw 
| rise, and report the bill to the House, with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Before that question is put, 
| I would call the attention of the gentleman from || 
| South Carolina to the fact, that in each of the 
| fourth, fifth, and sixth sections of this bill, the 
Secretary of the Treasury is both ‘* authorized and 
| required”’ to sell certain sites of light-houses, &c. 
I would ask the gentleman whether it would not 
be better to amend these sections by striking out 
the words ‘‘and required,’’ so as to give him 
authority to do so, and leave the matter to his dis- 
| cretion, 1 
Mr. AIKEN. I have no objection to that. 
There being no objection, the amendments were 
accordingly made as suggested. 
The question was then put upon Mr. ArKen's | 
| motion; and it was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
| resumed the chair, the chairman(Mr. Waricurt, 
| of Pennsylvania,) reported that the Committee of || 
the Whole on the state of the Union had, accord- 
ing to order, had the Union generally under con 
sideration, and particularly House bill (No. 95) 
| making appropriations for the service of the Post 
Office Department during the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1855, and House bill (No. 
351) making appropriations for light-houses, 
light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the 
erection and establishment of the same, and for | 
other purposes, which they had instructed him to 


|| report to the House, the former without amend- 


| ment, and the latter with sundry amendments. 
Also, that they had under consideration the bill of 
| the House (No.95) making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending the 30:h 


| of June, 1855, and had come to no conclusion 


thereon. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assvry Dickins, their Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passe the bill of the | 
House (No. 463) to change the name of the Amer- | 
ican-built brig Halloweil to that of James Rose, 
and to grant her a new register. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. HENN, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of 
the following titles; which received the signature 
of the Speaker: 

H.R. No. 463. An act to change the name of 
the American-built brig Hallowell to that of 
James Rose, and to grant her a new register; 

H. R. No. 164. An act making furth 
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er appro- |: nouncement was not made. 


Ava6 





priations for continuing the construction of roads 
in the Territory of Minnesota, in accordance with 
the estimates made by the War Department; 

H. R. No 338. An act to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United States to cause to be surveyed 
the tract of land in the Territory of Minnesota 
belonging to the half-breeds, or mixed bloods of 
the Dacotah or Sioux nation of Indians, and for 
other purposes; and 

H.R. No 316. An act to amend the act ap- 
proved September 27, 1850, to create the office of 
surveyor general of the public lands in Cregon, 


&c.; and also the act amendatory thereof, ap- 
proved February 19, 1853. 


POST OFFICE BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move the previous ques- 
tion upon the engrossment of the Post Office ap- 
propriation bill. 

Mr. ROWE. 
adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the Hoase refused 
to adjourn. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was read & 
third time, and passed. 


ASTRONOMICAL EXPEDITION TO CHILI. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. If ask the 
unanimous consent of the House for leave to in- 
troduce the following resolution: 


I move that the House do now 


Resolved, That there be printed and bound ten thousand 
copies of the report and five thousand copes of the obser- 
vations of the United States Astrovetmical Expeditiew to 
Chili, five hundred copies of the report and observations 
for the use of the Navy Department, and two hundred and 
fifty copies for the superintendeut, and ie remainder for 
the u-e of the members of the House, the said work to be 
printed and bound by the pubiie printer aud binder, in 
quarto form, under the direction of the Superintendeat of 
Public Printing aud the Secretary of the Navy. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. [I object. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 


Mr. AIKEN. [call for the previous question 
on the light-lhouse appropriation bill, 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

The amendments reported from the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union were 
severally read and concurred in. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. AIKEN moved to recansider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I move that 
the House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House there- 
upon (at five minutes to four o’clock) adjourned till 
to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, July 13, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


Mr. WADE. Mr. President, | notice in the 
New York Herald, of yesterday.a statement which 
requires of me that I should make a correction or 
explanation. It is there stated that: 

** Upon the test vote of a pestpanement, yesterday, of the 
homestead bill, in the Senate, it was remarked that just 
before the roll was called, Mr. Sewaro picked up hie hat 
and disappeared. Itis said here that the Kuow Nothing 
organization in New York is sorely trying to Mr. Sewarp, 
and that, therefore, he dodges the homestead bill til! he 
can make up bis mind which to lose—the Know Nothing 
Or the foreign vote ” 

1 ought to have explained before—! do it now 
because | notice this article in the Herald—that 
the Senator from New York [Mr. Sewanp] and 
the Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Bancer,} 
on that day, both having occasion to be absent, 
requested me to announce that they had paired 
off on that vote. Thinking very lit:le of it, how- 
ever, | suffered the occasion to pass over without 
mentioning that fact, and it has given occasion to 
this notice in the paper, which | ought to correct 
by saying that it is my own fault that the an- 


I ought to have 
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announced at the time that those gentlemen had || Mr. CASS presented the petition of John 


paired off on that vote. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, I present the 
petition of General John A, Sutter, of California, 
waying the confirmation of his title to certain 
Be held under Mexican grants, and indemnity 


for losses sustained by him in consequence of the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


———_ ee 


Thompson, praying compensation for his services 


| as a seaman in the late war with Great Britain; 


forcible occupation of his Jand and seizure of his | 


property by emigrants and settlers, under the 


plea that it was public land of the United States, | 


and subject to the right of preémption. 
memorial contains a great deal of valuable inform- 
ation connected with the early settlement of the 
State of California, I ask that the Senate will be 
good enough to order it to be printed. I do not 
know any gentleman of that State, or any where 


As this | 


elise, who is more entitled to the generosity of this | 


Government, than the petitioner, and no one who 
has made greater sacrifices for the comfort of the 

eople, and who is more familiar with the early 
Sietory of that State. I ask that the memorial 
be printed, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 


The petition was so referred, and the motion to | 


print went to the Committee on Printing. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


I present a petition of citi- | 


zens of Ludlow, Vermont, praying the prohibi- | 
tion of slavery and the slave trade in the Territo- | 


ries of the United States. 
Ohio [Mr. Cuase] has already given notice to 


As the Senator from | 


ask leave to introduce a bill to effect those objects, | 


I ask that it may lie on the table. 
It was so ordered. 


Mr. SHIELDS presented a document in sup- 


portof the claim of Hiram Seat, for a pension 
for services as ateamster in the war with Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


| 


Mr. MASON presented the memorial of Fran- | 


cis Dainese, praying compensation for services as 
acting consul at Constantinople; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. ROCKWELL presented the petition of | 
John Henshaw and others, merchants in the cities | 


of Boston and New York, praying that the salary 
of William Winthrop, consul at the island of 


Malta, may be established upon a reasonable | 
basis; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Commerce. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of John 
Ackerman, of Brownsville, New York, praying 
compensation for stone furnished in the construc- 


which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. | 


UNITED STATES STATUTES. 


Mr. CHASE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Library be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of contracting with Eli T. | 





Tappan for the purchase of 


copies of his edition of the 
statutes of the United States. 


Mr. CHASE also presented a document in 
relation to the subject; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Library. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 


announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 


lowing enrolled bills: 
An act to confirm the claim of William, H. 


Henderson and Robert Henderson to five hundred | 


acres of land in the Bastrop grant; 

An act making further appropriation for the 
improvement of the Cape Fear river, North 
Carolina; 

An act to authorize the issue of a register to the 
brig Amelia by the name of Abby Frances; and 

An act for the relief of Juan M. and José L. 
Luco. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore severally signed 
the above-named bills. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was recommitted the petition of P. C. 


Miles, praying to be allowed an increase of pen- || 
sion, together with the adverse report of the above | 


committee thereon, submitted a report, accompa- 
nied by a bill for his relief; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. ‘The report was 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on |! 


Pensions, to whom was referred a bill from the 


House of Representatives, for the relief of Samuel | 
McKnight, of the State of Kentucky, reported it | 


back without amendment. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill from the House of Represent- | 


|, atives, for the relief of William Wallace, of Iili- 


tion of the hospital at Madison Barracks, Sack- | 


ett’s harbor, in 1840; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. FOOT presented the petition of Mary 
Felch, widow of Rev. Cheever Felch, D. D., 
chaplain in the United States Navy, praying a 

ension; which was referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

Mr. TOUCEY presented a petition of import- 
ers, merchants, and citizens of New Haven, Con- 
necticut, asking for an appropriation for a new 
custom-house at that place; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. MASON presented the memorial of Charles 


D. eh compensation for services | 


as chargé d’affaires ad interim at the Court of 
Stockholm ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Also, documents relating to the claim of John 
D. Diomitari, late United States consul at Athens, 
Greeee, for compensation for diplomatic services; 
which were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Graham, United 
States consul at Buenos Ayres, praying compen- 
sation for services as chargé d'affaires, ad interim, 
at that place; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, the petition of J. B. Holman, praying 
extra com 
the United States at Chili; which wae referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, the memorial of Ferdinand Coxe, late 
secretary of legation of the United States at Bra- 
zil, praying compensation for services as chargé 
d’aftaires; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign tions. 

Also, a memorial of Henry Savage, praying 
compensation for diplomatic services rendered the 
United States in Central America; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


nsation as secretary of the legation of | 


| nois, reported it back without amendment. 


Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Brigadier General John B. Walbach, of the 
United States Army, praying compensation for 


extra services rendered in 1801, and for expenses | 


and losses incident to said services, submitted a 


report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which | 


was read, and passed to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign | 


Relations, to whom was referred the petition of 
William,Rich, late secretary of legation at Mex- 
ico, praying compensation for acting as chargé 
d’affaires, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill for his relief; which was read, and passed toa 
second yeading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom || 


were referred the memorials of the Hon. Robert C. 
Schenck, late United States Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary to the Court of Brazil, and of the Hon. John 
S. Pendleton, late United States Chargé d’A ffaires 


| to the Argentine Confederation, praying compensa- 


tion for services rendered, and expenses incurred 


by them on special missions to other Governments | 


than those to which they had been originally ac- 


credited, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill | 
for their relief; which was read, and passed to a || 


second reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 


He also, from the Committee on the District of 


Columbia, to whom was referred a bill to incor- | 


porate the Mutual Insurance Company of Wash- 
ingens reported it back without amendment. 

r. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to whom was referred a bill from the 
House of Representatives, to provide for taki 
charge of the Louisville and Portland canal, an 


to prevent the same from falling into bad repair, | 


reported it back with an amendment; which was 


| ordered to be printed. 


| 


Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred a 


em 






SSS 


bill from the House of Representatives maki 
provision for the postal service in the State 

California, and in the Territories of Oregon of 
Washington, reported it back with amendm, = 
which were ordered to be printed. = 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN, 

On motion Mr. HUNTER, leay 
granted to withdraw from the files the 
and papers of Messrs. Puig, Mir & Co. 
Orleans, asking the remission of dutie 
on certain coffee imported into that 
| Spanish brigs Pepito and Atalayador. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. BRIGHT, agreeably to previous NOtice 
asked and obtained leave to introducea bill dong. 
ting a portion of the public lands, in alternat, 
sections, to aid in the construction of a railroad 
from a point on the Ohio and Mississippi railroad 
in the State of Indiana, by the way of the falls of 
the Ohio and Evansville, to the Mississippi rive, 
at or near Cairo; which was read a first anj 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com. 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BADGER. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Thomas K. Glenn. 

Unanimous consent having been obtained, the 

| bill was read a first and second time by its title, 

Mr. BADGER. I ask that the bill, together 
with a statementof the Postmaster General op 
the subject, which | send to the Chair, may be 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office an 
Post Roads. 

It was so ordered. 


DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. RUSK submitted the following for consid. 
eration; which lies over one day under the rule, 
it being objected to: 

Ordered, That on and after Monday next the daily hoyr 
|| of meeting of the Senate shall be eleven o’clock, a. m., 
|| until otherwise ordered. 

RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the House had passed a bill 
making appropriations for the repair, preserva. 
tion, and completion of certain publié works here. 
tofore commenced under the authority of law. 

The bill was read twice by its title; and, on 
motion by Mr. Srvart, referred to the Commit. 
on Commerce. 

CAIRO, ILLINOIS. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Con- 
merce, to whom was referred the Senate bill o 
constitute Cairo, in the State of Illinois, a port of 
delivery, have instructed me to report it back 
without amendment, and recommend its passage, 
As there is now railroad iron ready to be delivered, 
as I understand, it is very desirable that the bil 
should pass. I hope, therefore, the Senate wil 
consider it now. The Senator from Illinois & 
very desirous to have it acted upon. 

Objection was made to considering the bil 
until the other morning business was gone through 
| with. 


© Was 
Petition 
: of New 
8 eXactal 
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JAMES C. BATCHELDER. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa. I am instructed bythe 
| Committee on Pensions, to whom was referredt 
resolution inquiring into the expediency of pt 
viding a pension for the widow of James ©. 
Batchelder, to report a bill for the relief of the 
| widow of James C. Batchelder, who was killed 
|| while assisting the United States marshal for tht 
district of Massachusetts in executing a law of 
Congress. 
The bill was read a first time. 
The PRESIDENT. The bill will be ordered 
to a second reading, if there be no obiection. 
| Mr. SUMNER. [I object to the second 


ing. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is then o 
ordering the bill to a second reading. 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS. | ask that it may be made the 
special order for to-morrow at twelve o'clock. 
| Several Senators. Oh, no; it will in 
_ with the homestead bill. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator make 
the motion? 
| Mr. ADAMS. I will not. 













Mr. JONES, of lowa. The committee wert 
equally divided as to the form of the report W 
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eer should make. Three members of the com- | 
wittee—the Senator from Alabama, [{Mr. Crav,] 

the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Wit- 
se ws,} and myself, have instructed me to make 
report which f hold in my hand, and which I 


ask leave to have printe@ for the information of 
the Senate. 


Mr. SUMNER. On behalf of the minority of 
the committee, I also beg leave to offer a report 
gizned by the Senator from New York [Mr, 
gewarv) and myself, which | ask to have printed. 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection it 
gill be ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BADGER. I suggest to the Senator from 

Massachusetts, that he had better alter the title of 
his paper. It is not the custom of the Senate to 
receive minority reports. He had better, there- 
fore, entitle it ** the views of the minority.”’ 
"Mr. SUMNER. I have given no title to it 
whatever. 1 will remark, Mr. President, that the 
aper offered by the chairman of the committee 
CS not the sanction of a majority. It is only 
signed by three of the members. 

“Mr. JONES, of lowa. The chairman dis- 
tinctly stated that. 

The PRESIDENT. The question has been 
decided.. Both reports are ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. The chairman dis- 
tinetly stated that it was signed by only three mem- 
bers. He did not say a majority. 

Mr. SUMNER. I cadatetced the chairman. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 

On motion by Mr. STUART, the Senate, asin 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the House bill ‘*to grant a homestead of 
one hundred and sixty acres of the public lands | 
to actual settlers.”’ 

Mr. CLayron had moved to amend by striking 
out the sixth section, which is in the following 
words: , 

“Sec. 6. nd he it further enacted, That if any individ- 
ual now a resident of any one of the States or Territories, | 
and nota citizen of the United States, but at the time of | 
making such acquisition for the benefit of this act, shall 
have filed a declaration of intention as required by the nat- 
uralization laws of the United States, and shall become a 
citizen of the same before the issuance of the patent, as 
made and provided for in this act, shall bé placed upon an 
equal footing with the native-born citizen of the United 
States.” 


Pending this motion, Mr. Cuase moved to 
amend the section by striking out the words 
“nowa resident of any one of the States or Ter- 
ritories, and,”? and inserting the word ‘* who”’ 
between the words ** but ”’ and “ at;’’ and this is 
the pending question. 

Mr. CHASE. I desire to recall the attention | 


The bill, as it stands, allows 


immigrants, who arrive before the passage of the 
act, to participate in its benefits. It excludes 
those who arrive after the passage of theact. The 
object of my amendment is simply to do away 
with that discrimination, which is founded on no 
principle, and is odious in itself, 1 shall not de- 
tain the Senate by any remarks; I simply ask for 

e yeas and nays upon the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ord@red. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I am opposed 
0 this bill, and hereafter shall give my reasons for 
oting against it; but I think this amendment 
proper in itself. If you are to extend to foreigners 
tall the right to enter upon your public lands and 
becupy them while they are foreigners, there is no 
eason why the privilege should be confined to 
Oreigners now resident in the United States. If 
he bill remain as it now stands, in this respect, 

e effect, | fear, will only be to Jead to frauds 
nd perjuries, because it will be impossible to tell 
hen a party became aresident. The temptation” 
vould be too great not to lead to such a result. | 
herefore think the amendment proper, though I 
Mm opposed to the bill. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, the Senator from’ 
Yelaware (Mr. Bayanp] has anticipated me in 
part in what | intended to say. 1 shall, for the 
8 ae wae ve iven, vote for the 
p ng amendment. will not be accessory 

tentionally and deliberately, to any crimes. i 
ill not, by my action, stimulate and foster frauds 
and perjuries such, as | believe, will be engen- 
ered by passing this bill in itspresent form. But 

shall vote for the amendment for an additional 


son. If this bill is to pass in its present form, 











































































| land, as well as afier they reached our shores, and 
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we shall at each successive Congress, and proba- || 
bly at each successive session of Congress, have 


to reénact the law for the benefit of the influx of 


| immigrants who may then have atrived in this 


country; and in order to save the public time and 
further discussion about this matter, it is better 


| to yield at once to them the whole of the public 
The report was ordered to be printed. 1] 


domain. 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, when I proposed 
the amendment under consideration, its justice and 
propriety seemed to me so obvious that I did not 
anticipate any objection to it, and | was greatly 
surprised at the state of feeling which seems to 
exist against foreigners in certain quarters. The 
Senator from Mississippi declares the object of 
the amendment to be merely to tax the native-born 


_ and adopted citizen of this country for the benefit 


of foreigners, and demands to know what need 
we have of emigration from other countries, &c. ? 
He also observes that foreigners protested against 
the Nebraska bill, and also hung an honorable 
Senator in effigy, &c., and this is briefly the 
Senator’s argument against the amendment 

The Senator from Kentucky objects, first, be- 
cause no President has ever recommended the 
measure, and no one has asked for it. That no 
President has recommended it may be correct. | 
never look in that direction to learn the will of the 
people, or as a guide to my action. I have the 
vanity to believe that I understand quite as well 
what the people want as a President. But the 
Senator is greatly mistaken in supposing that the 
people have not asked for this measure. I doubt 
not that we have more petitions on this subject, 
on our table, than on all others together, with the 
single exception of the Nebraska bill. ‘The Sen- 
ator also declares that the amendment holds out 
a provision to the cowards of Europe who have 
not courage to remain at home in time of war; 
that it is a premium to paupers, loafers, vaga- 
bonds, and fugitives from justice. He declares 
that the ‘* South do not want foreigners about their 
plantations, corrupting their people, injuring their 
children, and excluding them from a fair participa- 


|| tion in the benefits of the common territory.’’ 


Such, very briefly, are the arguments by which 
my amendment has been assailed; and now, Mr. 
President, though I have no particular reason for 
favoring foreigners over much, being of that stub- 
born old puritan stock of Massachusetts, who the 
Senator said, were generally in a state of rebel- 
lion against their own Government, while in Eng- 


frequently against their own Government since— 
though, by the way, | believe the Senator from 
Kentucky will do this rebellious generation the 
justice to admit that, whenever they fought, where- 
ever they fought, or whoever they fought, their 
battle has always been a privilege against prerog- 


ative, for republicanism against monarchy, for 
| liberty against slavery. Bemg, I say, purely of 


this old Yankee stock, whose ancestors came to 


| this country so. long ago that the sin of their 
| immigration,’ ought, | suppose, on the principle | 
| of the honorable Senator, to be outlawed, and ever 


having belonged to a political party, against which 


| foreigners have always unwisely, 1 think, acted, 
lam not likely to be prejudiced in their favor 


over much. 
But who does not know that our country, 


| through every period of her history, has been, 
| and is now, greatly indebted for her unexampled 


| the noble hearted and self-devoted Montgomery, 


growth, power, and prosperity, to these despised 
foreigners who are now stigmatized as paupers, 
loafers, fugitives from justice, and vagabonds. 
How’ was it inthe struggle of our fathers for in- | 
dependence? Pause for a moment, and think of | 


of the indomitable Steuben, of the chivalrous Pu- 
laski, with hosts of other’ worthies; and then of 
the more Obscure, but not less meritorious class || 
of foreigners, who, as private soldiers, struggled, 
fought, and died, side by side with our fathers, 
to achieve our independence. Think of these 
things, I say, and then talk, if you can, of loafers, | 
vagabonds, and fugitives from justice; and coming | 
down to our own times, how easy, yea, how 
pleasant it would be, were it not, perhaps, invidi- 
ous.to speak of some in our very midst of whom | 
we are at a loss which most to admire, their cour- | 
age and tet in the field, or their wisdom in | 
counsel; hut I forbear. | 
But, says the Senator from Mississipyi, what 1 
do we want of immigration? 1 might answer by!) 
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asking, what do we want of railroads, canals, or 
other improvements? Why do we want our 
swamps drained, and our vast wilderness cleared 
up and inhabited? Yet, without these foreigners, 
whose presence among us the Senators seem so 
much to deprecate, what would now have been 
the condition of our country? Our vast public 
works, railroads, and canals, would not have been 
built. Who, as he passes through our country, 
from one remote point to another, with the speed 
of the wind, and with all the comforts and con- 
veniences of a parior, has not observed with what 
herculean labor the hills have been torn down and 
the valleys filled up, and the rough ways made 
smooth, to prepare the way for the locomotive? 
And who, that has a soul in him, has not re- 
flected on the condition of those poor men, by 
whose hard and patient, but scantily paid labor, 
these wonders have been accomplished, without 
feeling that they deserve well of their adopted 
country, and without earnestly wishing to aid 
them to improve their condition? If there be such 
a man, [ envy not his head or his heart. 

Mr. President, these poor men do not deserve 
the harsh epithets which have been indiscrimin- 
ately applied to foreigners. Amidat the darkness 
and barbarism of the middle ages, foreigners or 
strangers were considered as enemies, and were 
treated accordingly. And in most countries of 
Europe, at this day, I believe a remnant of this 





, absurd doctrine so far prevails as to prevent an 


alien from acquiring a permanent title to real 
estate. But with our glorious Revolution, and 
with the repeal of the odious alien daw, these illib- 
eral and unjust notions, prejudices, and practices 
passed away, | trust forever. Have our people 
ever suffered in any way from their liberality in 
this respect to foreigners? No, sir; far from it. 
It has enabled us, in less than the common age of 
man, to advance from infancy and insignificance 
to one of the most powerful nations on the earth. 
Why, then, 1 ask again, should we not encourage 
immigration? Have not these immigrants proved 
loyal to our free institutions? Have they ever 
sought to overthrow our Government? It is not 
pretended. Of all people on earth, we ought to 
harbor no prejudices against immigrants. Why, 
sir, we are all either, immigrants ourselves or the 
descendants of immigrants, and it cannot certainly 


| be of much importance at what particular period 


the emigration took place? That bad, idle, and 
vicious persons emigrate, | do not deny, but such, 


| cases form a meager exception to the rule; and I 


object to the great mass of our worthy immigants 
bemg compelled to suffer for the sins of the 
vicious few. 

But enough of this. It will not be denied that the 
great mass of immigrants who seek a home in this 
favored land, make moral, industrious, and worthy 
citizens. Why, then, should we discourage immi- 
gration? ‘These immigrants have, within a few 
years past, no doubt brought more property into 
the country than you have been able to dig from 
the mines of California. I have no doubt that we 
are greatly aided in liquidating the great balance 
of trade, always against us, by the wealth brought 
here by these immigrants, 

But it is said that this measure is, in effect, to 
tax our own people for the benefit of foreigners; 
if such is really the case, it is an unanswerable 
objection to the bill. Let us for a moment ex- 
amine it. The Government is the owner of untold 
millions of acres of wild, uncultivated landy much 
more than can be occupied for centuries to come, 
new lying waste. And so far from yielding any- 
thing to the Treasury while in this condiuon, it 
costs immense sums of money every year to pro- 
tect the frontiers from Indian depredations, &c. 

Now, admitting, for argument’s sake, that it is 
right and proper for the Government, like a huge 
land speculator, to make what money she can 


| from the sale of this land; still, | think, it would 
| be easy to demonstrate that the Government would 


be the gainer by encouraging their settlement, by 
a gratuitous distribution in emall quantities, to ac- 
tual settlers, as this bill proposesto do. The price 
that the Government would expect to get for one 
hundred and sixty acres would be two hundred 
dollars, from which must be deducted the cost of 
collecting, &c. Now, sir, I will not undertake 
to say how long it would take a family occupying 
such a farm, by the consumption of articles paying 
duties, to repay this sum to the Government; but 
I presume it would be in less than ten years, to say 
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nothing of the addition of wealth and power that 
every such setdement brings permanently to the 
Government. 

Considering, then, that there is more than land 
enough for all, how can it be said that encouraging 
the settlement of foreigners among us tends in 
any way to the injury of our own people? | 
should like to hear from the Senators from the 
beautiful and vigorous young State of lowa, 
whether the native-born in that State consider the 
immense emigration of foreigners there an evil to 
be deplored. It was not so in Ohio when that State 
was new. There, sir, we rejoiced at the arrival 
of every stranger among us, come from where he 
might, provided only that he brought with him a 
atrong hand and an honest heart. And so it will 
be in allthe vast wilderness now covering ail the 
central portions of this continent. The native- 
born citizens will welcome the foreigner there, and 
bid him God speed, instead of thinking, with the 
henorable Senators, that he has been robbed by 
the strangers settling among them. 

But again: it is made a serious argument against 
this amendment, that the idle, the vicious, and the 
vagabond, will avail themselves of the benefits of 
this bill, remove into the remote wilderness, and 
become tillersof the sail. And the Senators seem 
to mourn over the contemplated departure of this 
kind of population, like Rachel of old for her 
children. Butthe Senators may beconsoled. The 


idle, the vicious, the pauper, and the vagabond, | 


will still abide with the Senators. This kind go 
not into the wilderness. 
haunts in the great cities, make a journey to the 
far West to encounter the hardships and privations 
of anew country. If the vicious would indeed 
do so they would be reformed, and you would 
have no one for your jails or penitentiaries; but | 
fear there is no danger of such a catastrophe as 


the Senators apprehend. 


bation like this; and should they honestly acquire 


a title to land under this bill, | should be quite | 
willing to go their bail for good behavior atfter- | 


wards. 


1 believe, Mr. President, that I have noticed all 
the objections urged by the honorable Senators | 
and Mississippi againstmy amend- || 
hope | may be pardoned for the | 
opinion, that these objections are founded more 
in a deep feeling of prejudice against foreigners | 


from nay 


ment. And 


generally, than upon any very profound princi- 
ples of political economy. It has not been my 
purpose, at this time, to discuss the general policy 
of this great measure. But | will take this occa- 
sion to say, that while | consider the bill imper- 


fect in many respects, I shail, nevertheless, vote for | 


it with a hearty good will, whether my amendment 
shall prevail or not. Could my will prevail, | 


would extend its provisions to all who are able to | 
cultivate the soil, without distinction or restric- | 
tion on aecount of color, nation, or condition; but | 
[ would, as far as possible, make our national | 
legistation on this subject, conform to the benev- | 


olence of God, who is no respecter of persons, 


Mr. President, I believe the time has fully come | 
when the public domain should cease to be con- | 


sidered a source of revenue; when a prudent re- 
ard for the condition of our people, and of our 


jostitutions in future time, should admonish us to | 
withdraw the public lands from the grasp of spec- | 


ulators and monopolists, This must be done, or 


the next generation will witness nothing but the | 
odious and anti-republican citizenship of landlord | 
and tenant, existing in all the central portions of | 
the Republic, as it now exists in Ireland. Rather | 
than this, f would see the whole of our wild land | 


sunk by an earthquake, And this, or some kin- 
dred measure, | regard as absolutely necessary to 
avert the threatened danger. 


law. 


But, Mr. President, since the Senators from 


Kentucky and Mississippi so strenuously opposed 
my amendment, they have both, I believe, voted 
for the bil! organizing the Territories of Kanzas 
ahd Nebraska, with a provision which admits 
unnatoralized foreigners to vote in the Territorial 
Legislatare, on all questions, however important. 
After this, may I not hope that the honorable 
Senators will be as liberal in awarding to such 
foreigners, a pecuniary as well as a political equal- 
ity with others. For surely it seems to me ab- 
surd to give them the came political rights, and, 
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They will not leave their | 


The idle and the vicious | 
would be pretty well reformed by five years’ pro- | 


| therefore sin- | 
cerely hope that the bill may speedily become a | 


at the same time, withhold from them the like 
participation in the public domain. 


Mr. BROWN. Mr. President 


Mr. DIXON. Does the Senator intend to make | 


aspeech? | desire to present an amendment. 
Mr. BUTLER. 
ing. . 
Mr. CHASE. 
order, The Senator, however, might present it 
and have it read. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, 


in the chair.) 


(Mr. Brient 


There is an amendment pend- | 


The amendment will not be in | 


Does the Senator desire to present. 


an amendment to the amendment which is pend. | 


ing ? 

Mr. DIXON. 
to the sixth section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
now be in order; but it can be read for informa- 
uon. 


The amendment was read. It isto strike out 


I desire to make an amendment | 


of the sixth secuon the word ‘individual ”? and | 


insert **every white person,’’ and at the end of 
the section add: 


Provided, That the benefits of this act shall not extend to 
the children, heirs, or devisees of aliens, born out of the 
United States, and not enutled to ecitizeuship. 


Mr. DIXON. 
Senator from Mississippi. 
amendment to be read; and, at the proper time, I 
shall offer it. 


Mr. BROWN said: Mr. President, a day or 
two since | laid upon your table a substitute for 
the bill now under consideration, [tis my pur- 
pose, at this time, to offer some remarks on the 
general features of the bill, and to explain the pro- 
visions of that substitute. 
question before the Senate—the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Cuase}—! shall 
not deal at this moment. The substitute 1s not 
formally before the body, but I choose to intro- 
duce it into the discussion at this time, because at 
a later period of the debate | may have no favor- 
able opportunity of doing so. It proposes es- 
sential changes in the original bill. Senators have 

‘had an opportunity of reading it; bat as | want 
them to study it, I read it again. Itis as follows: 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa 
lives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
‘That the laws now in force granting preémption to actual 
seltiers on the public lands, shall continue until otherwise 
ordered by Congress, and that the same be extended to all 
the Teintories of the Onited States. 

Spo. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passage of this act, the rights of preémptors shall con- 
tinue for ten years; that is to say, personas acquiring the 
right of preémption shall retain the same without disturb- 
ance, and without payment of any kind to the United States, 
fora period of ten years, but on these conditions: First. 
The preémnpior shall not sell, alienate, or dispose of his or 
her right for a consideration ; and if he or she voluntarily 
abandon one preemption and claim another, no right shall be 
acquired by such claim until the claimant shall first have tes 
tified, under oath, before the register of the land office when 
the claim is preferred, that he or she has voluntarily aban. 
doned bis or her original preémption. and that no considera 
tion, reward, or payment of any kind, has been received, ot 
is expected, directly or indirectly, as aninducement for such 
abaundoument; and any person who shall testify falsely in 
such case shall be deemed guilty of perjury. Second. Any 
person claiming and holding the right of preémption to 
| lands under this act, may be required by the State within 

which the same lies, to pay taxes thereon, in the same 
manner, and to the same extent, as if he or she owned the 
land in fee simple; and in case such lands are sold tor 
taxes, the purchaser shall acquire the right of preéinption 
only. Third. Absence of the preémptor and his family 
for six consecutive months shall be deemed an abandon- 
ment, and the land shall, in such case, revert to the United 
States, and be subject to the same disposition as other 
public lands. 

“Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That no lands entered 
upon, and held under the provisions of this aet, or the im 
provements thereon, shall ever be sold under any judgment 
ar decree for any debt or other liability or penalty, to the 
United States; nor shall any sale of the same for debt, 
other liabitity or penalty (other than taxes) under the aa- 
thority of any State, or the courts thereof, entitle the pur 
chaser to any right to disturb the possession of the pre- 
emptor by purchase fram the Government ; nor shall it be 
lawful to issue a patent for any such land to any such pur- 
chaser, 

“Seo. 4. And be it further enacted, That the preémptor 
may at any time. at his or her diseretion, euter the landa 
preémpted by paying therefor, to the proper officer of the 

| United States, the minimum price of said land. 
| ‘Seo. 5. 4nd he it further enucted, That in case of the 
| preéuiptor’s death, if a married man, his right shall survive 
| to hie widow and infant children, but the rights of the older 
children -hall erase as they respectively come of age, or 
| When ae shall reach the age of twenty one years. And 
| in ease of the death of both father and mother, leaving an 
infant child or children, the executor, administrator, or 
gua dian, shall, upon submitting satisfactory proof of that 
| fact to the register and receiver of the proper land office, 
| be entitled to a tent for the lands 80 preémpted for the 
Benefit of veel fatame 
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GLOBE. 


| ocetipancy may 


That will not |! 


July 13, 
Son eae — 
ten cents per acre, and may thereafter sel! saig ee 
otherwise dispose of them for the benefit of 1 
or children aforesaid; and when the fathe 
both die. og * 


te infany on 


r an 
no infant child or children, = taney 
s 4 


e sold for the benefit of the estate 
“Sec. 6. “And be tt further enacted, That the mini 
price of the public lacds of he United States shay ee 
unchanged until the commentement of the fisea! ws ethan 
ginning July 1, 1855; but after that period the price = 7 be 
reduces, in favor of actual settlers, according to the tan 
ing scale : All lands which shall have been offered a) not” 
sale, and remaining unsold five years, shall be ma 
the price of one dollar per acre; all Jands which thal we o 
been offered at public sale, and remarning unsold tep lave 
shall be reduced to seventy five cents an acre; aa 
lands which shall have been offered at public sale ons a 
maining unsold fifileen years, shall be sold at fir; Y cane re. 
acre; and all lands which shall bave been offered al ia 
sale, and remaining unsold twenty years, shall Weteahe he 
reduced to a price of twenty five cents an acre, e 

“Sec. 7. nd be it further enarted, That naj 
shal) be permitted to enter more than one-half see; 
the provisions of this act; and that the Commi 
the General Land Office is hereby required to p; 
issue such rules and regulations, consistent w 
as shall be necessary and proper to Carry its pro 
effect.”? 


Ndividua 
104 Under 
S819 ner of 
re pare ang 
Ith this act, 
VisiONsS inty 


This, Mr. President, is the substitute which | 
propose for the homestead bill as it passed the 
House of Representatives, and as it stands before 
us to-day. 

The homestead bill, as it passed the House 
does not meet my entire approbation. My ming 
has never sanctioned the policy of giving aws 


| the public lands to individuals; and yet, paradox. 
‘ical as it may seem, | have always been in fayor 


of securing to every family a home on the public 


| lands. 


I doubt the policy of passing the homestead 
bill as it came from the House for another, and, 
to my mind, very sufficient reason. It seems tp 


| me impossible that the President can, with an 
| show of consistency, fail to veto it, after what he 
| has said on the bill for the benefit of the indigent 


| insane. 


And, while 1 would not ask Senators to 


| shape their course so as to meet the views of the 


Executive against their own convictions, | may 


| be allowed to say that, if the object be to provide 
| homes for the homeless, and that object can be 
| as effectually accomplished without running the 


hazards of an Execative veto as with it, it is best 
to do so. 
I will firstdiscuss succinctly some points of ob- 


| jection to the bill from the House, and then briefly 





tl I 


explain the provisions of the substitute proposed 


| by myself—a substitute which, I think, will effec: 


ail the good purposes of the bill, avoid all its ob- 


| jectionable features, and effectually escape the 


constitutional arguments of the President. | am 
not disposed to embarrass the President; and if 


| we can avoid his objections, and accomplish the 
| results aimed at by the friends of the bill, obvi- 
| ously it is our duty to do so. 


1 am opposed to giving the public lands to 


| individuals— 


First, because they belong to all the people, and 
I.do not think you ought to.take from the whole 
to give to a part; 

Second, because that which is obtained without 
price is too often parted from without consider 


/uon. ‘Come easy, go easy,’”’ isa maxim no les 
| homely than true; and 


Third, if you gie the lands without price, they 
will not only be alienated without consideration, 
but will often fall into the hands of speculation 


' and sharpers, and thus become conduits for con 
| veying the products of honest toil into the pockets 


of the cunning and crafty, 

I am in favor of securing to every family a home 
on the public lands— 

First, because thousands of the houseless and 
homeless will thus be taken from the consuming, 
and placed in the producing classes; thereby ' 
lieving society from a heavy burden, and, at the 
same time, elevating the lowly and oppressed tos 
position of comparative dignity and indepent- 
ence; 

Second, because it will relieve our cities and 
towns and densely populated rural districts of a 
population which is a burden and a tax, and 
convert that population into thrifty husbandmen; 

Third, because it is better to employ producti’? 
industry on the public lands than to give them UP 
to savages and wild beasts; and : 

Lastly, because, under proper regulations, ‘he 
occupancy of these lands cannot fail to prov? 
beneficial to the Treasury and to the people. 

To my mind there isa wide difference between 
giving lands to the States and giving them to'™ 
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I do not mean that Congress has not 
to give to the one as to the other, 
hut that the policy is widely different. W hen 
lends are given to the States, they are used for 
ae » purpose of common benefit, as in making 
"de constructing canals, draining swamps, en- 
dowing schools, or for some .other purpose in 
which there is @ general and common interest. 
But when they are given to individuals they become 
individual property, and the only interest which 
the public has or can acquire in the gift is that 
derives from the power of taxation. If 
vou give lands to a State worth a thousand dollars, 
the people of the State are made a thousand dol- 
lars better off by the gifts but if you give the 
same lands to an individual, the people are only 
penefited to the amount of the taxes which the 
Siate may levy upon them. Therefore I say 
there is a wide difference between the policy of 
giving lands to the States and giving them to indi- , 
yiduals. , 

The bill from the House of Representatives 

ives, or proposes to give, to every free white 

rson who is the head of a family, or who. has 
arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and is a 
citizen of the United States, the right to enter, 
free of cost, one hundred and sixty acres of land 
on any of the public domain subject to private 
entry. And this right to take the land free of 
cost is followed by a provision—that a patent | 
shall issue upon the performance of a single con- 
dition, and that is, five years actual and contin- 
yous residence on the land. 

Actual residence on the land being a main con- 
dition on which a patent shall issue, it is clear that 
not one in twenty of all the free white citizens of 
the United States can avail themselves of the ben- 
efits of this act. Those who own valuable lands 
cannot abandon them, and will not sell them to 
take the benefits of this act. It 1s manifest that, 
while this bill proposes to give to every one, it in 
fact gives to but very few. The bill is, there. | 
fore, liable to the first objection rawwed by me, to 
wit: that it takes from the whole and gives toa 
part. ; 

As if in anticipation of my second objection, 
that property acquired without price is parted from 
without consideration, the bill undertakes (see 
section four) to protect the land against execution 
sales after the issuance of the patent therefor. To 
my mind it is clear that Congress cannot so far 
arrest the jurisdiction of a State within its own 
limits as to exempt from execution sale real prop- 
erty, to which a citizen of the State has an indis- 
putable tite. When the title passes, the land is, eo 
instanti, subject to the laws of the State, and the 
Federal Government loses its authority over-it. 
This provision of the bill will, | doubt not, if we 
pass it, be declared by the cour’s inoperative and 
void. The lands will thus be exposed to execution 
sale, and the force of my second and third objec- 
tions will at once be seen. Sharpers and specu- 
Jators will get possession of it. 

When the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Pertir]} 
spoke confidently the other day of passing the | 
bill without amendment, [ interposed at once, 
protesting that | could never vote for it without 
amendments. Among other things, | had my 
mind on this section, which, in my judgment, | 
contains a palpable infraction of the rights of the 
States, 

M@PETTIT. Will the Senator allow me to 
“ for a moment? 

r. BROWN. Certainly. 

Mr. PETTIT. When I made my remarks on || 
this bill, | started out by saying that to the details 
of the bill, I had given no attention, but that its 
Principles commanded the approbation of my 
judgment. Now, let me say further, that up to 
ees I had never read the bill; and after 
aving read the bill, I entirely concur with the 
Senator as to the section on which he iscomment- 
ing; and I pointed out this morning-to the Senator 
from Ohio, who now sits before me, (Mr. Cansei) 
the fact that that section would necessarily be void | 
if enacted, and that, to make the bill harmonious, | 
it should be stricken out. 

Mr. BROWN. I am glad to hear the Senator’s 
explanation. It seemed to me at the time that his || 
mind could not have rested on this section. Taking || 
It for granted that this Government will never un- | 
dertake to arrest within the limits of a State an | 
execution emanating from a State court against | 
the property of @ citizen, and that this section will | 


dividuals. 
the same power 


roads, 


which it 
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be striken out, | pass from this branch of the sub- | 


ject. 

1 am for protecting the homes of all who be- 
come the beneficiaries of this act. If we fail in 
this, the grantees of the Government will become 
the mere tenants of cunning and crafty shopkeep- 
ers and speculators. 


Giving homes to the poor is a very idle pro- | 


ceeding, unless you provide against the alienauon 
of these homes. 
proposed, and then Jeave them to the uncertain 
chances of ever-varying fortune, and it will be 
found, at the end of six years, that large numbers 
of the landless of to-day will be landicss again. It 
is NO reproach to say, that thousands and tens of 
thousands of our fellow men have not the skill and 
business tact necessary to (the management of their 
own affairs. We have no right to appoint guard- 
ians for such people; but we have the right, if 
we give them homes, to provide against these 
homes falling into the hands of crafty speculators. 

For myself, | can say with truth, that while | 
shall not consent to give away the public lands to 
be used, in any contingency, for the payment of 
private debts, lam willing and anxious that every 
family of American citizens shall have a home—a 
home from which they cannot be separated by 
misfortune or debt, by force or fraud, or by any 
other agency than their own free will, 

If it be the object of the friends of the home. 
stead bill to secure homes to the homeless, and to 
secure these homes against disturbance of every 
kind; to awaken hopes that shall not die; to open 
a way to the full, free, unencumbered, and unre- 
strained exercise of the faculties, mental and phys- 
ical, of every citizen, then the task 18 easy. 
have only to adopt the substitute which I have 
proposed for this bill. 

The great leading feature of that substitute is 
this: It allows every citizen of the United States 
to settle on the public lands, and to occupy them 
for along series of years, without payment of any 
kind. Buthe is only an occupant, not the owner 
of the soil. 


Give these lands in the way | 


You | 


The title remains in the Government | 


until the settler, of his own free will, and ata very 


low price, pays for it, and receive it. The Gov- 
ernment does not force the title upon him even as 
a gift. But it will take the pay, almost nominal, 


and confer the title when the settler is Reapy to | 


receive it, and of his readiness to receive within a 
period of ten years, he is made the jadge. The 


Government will not expel him from the Jand—will | 


not coerce payment; and for ten years she will 
refuse to sell it to any one else. 


These are the | 


guaranties. This is giving the man a home indeed. | 
It is more: it is stretehing over him the’parental and | 


strong arm of the Government, giving him asser- 
ance that he is secure in his possession; that, in 
good or in evil fortune, he is safe in the possession 
of hishome. The Government will not disturb him, 
and none other shall. It is needless to say that a 


man thuscircumstanced may exercise the faculties | 


which God has givea him free of all restraint. If 
he possess either mental or physical energies, they 
will be left to expand and grow, and work out 
the great purposes of their creation. But if he 
is houseless and homeless, poor and in debt, 
friendless and destitute, the strength of Sampson 
and the wisdom of Solomon, will hardly save him 
from actual want. 


I dare not predict the blessings that will flow | 


from the passage ofa bill like this. It will lift up the | 


lowly and oppressed. It will unseal the lips of 


thousands rendered mute by misfortune. 


Hus- | 


bands and fathers, long inured to hardship, and | 
penury, and toil, will hailits passage as the dawn- | 
ing of a brighter and a better day. Wives and 


mothers will bless its passage, and little children 
will lisp its praise. 

The substitute embodies all that is good in the 
original bill. It secures homes to the homeless. 
It does more than the original bill—it protects 
these homes against the waste, the improvidence, 


the misfortunes, the thriftlessness of their occu- | 


pants; and all this it does ‘without divesting the 
Government title toone shilling’s worth of prop- 
erty. It allows American citizens to make. their 


homes where red men now follow the chase, | 


and wild beasts make their lairs. 
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these laws, and extends the rights acquired under 
them to ten years. ‘hat is to say, (l use the 
very words of the substitute:) 


* Persons acquiring the right of preémption, shall retain 
the same wihour disturbance, and withou: payment etl any 
kind to the Untied Siates tor a period of ten years, but on 
these couditions: First. The preémptor shall not sell, 
alienate, or dixpose of his or her right fora consideration ; 
and it he orshe voluntarily abandon one preemption and 
clam another, no ngit shall be acquired by such claim 
until the Claimant stall first have testified, under oath, 
before the register of the land office, when the claim is 
preferred, that he or she has voluntarily abandoned his or 
her orginal preémption, and that no consideration, reward, 
or paywiens of any Kind, bas been recenved, or is expected, 
directly or indirectly, as au inducement for such abandon 
ment; wnd any person who shalltestity falsely in such ease 
shall be deemed guilty of perjury. Second. Any person 
claiming and holding the right of preémption to hond< ander 
this act, may be required by the State, within winel the 
same lies, to pay taxes thereon, in the same manner and to 
the same extent as if he or she owned the said land in fee 
siinple; and in ease such lands are sold toftaxes, the pur 
chaser shall acquire the right of preémption onty. ‘Third, 
Absence of the preémptor and his family for six conseen 
tive months, shall be deemed an abandonment, and she 
land shall, in such case, revert to the United States, and be 
subject to the same disposition as other public lands.’* 


The advantages gained by this proposition over 
the original bill are these: The bill adopts a new 
policy; the substitute continues aud enlargea an 
old policy; the bill prescribes the terms on which 
the lands may be entered, and the persons.who 
shall enter them; the substitute leaves (he terms as 
they now are, and allows the same persous to 
enter who may do se now. If the bill is passed, 


‘all its provisions will have to undergo construction 


_ tion is that the ocefpants will protect t 


and adjudication; if the substitute ia passed, its 
main provision will already have undergone both 
construction and adjudication, Pass the bill, and 
you may squander an hundred millions of acres 
of land and do no good; pass the substitute, and 
you give homes to thousands and tens ef thou- 
sands of your people, without the loss of an acre 
of your public domain. Pass the bill, and the 
land is gone forever; pass the substitute, and the 
title is stillin you. It is easy to advance an.occa- 
pant to a tenancy in fee, but you can never reduce 
a tenant in fee to the condition of an eccupant, 

But let me proceed with the details of the sub- 
stitute. 

The third section protects the lands and the im- 
provements thereon from sale.of every kind, with 
this single exception, that the inchoate title ma 
be sold for taxes by the State in which the lands 
lie. The section reads: 

“ And be it further enacted, That no lands entered uponr 
and held under the provisions of this actyor the improve- 
mnents thereon, shall ever be sold under any judgment or 
decree for any debt or other liability or penalty to the Unt 
ted States; nor shall any sale of the same for debt; oher 
liability or penalty (other than for taxes) ander the author- 
ity of any State, or the courts thereof, entitle the purchaser 
to any right to disturb the possession of the preémptor by 
purchase from the Government, nor shall it be lawtelty 
issue a patent for any such land to any such pureliaser.’? 

It can hardly be necessary to say that so long 
as the title is in the Government, the land would 
not be subject to sale, even though this section were 
stricken out. But to satisfy the reasonable demands 
of the State for its taxes, itis provided that thein- 
terest of the occupant may be sold for the taxes. 
The purchaser, of course, will get the right which 
the occupant had before him, and nothing more; 
that is, he will get the right to occupy the land, 
and enjoy the benefit of the improvements, what- 
ever they may be. The improvements will always 
be worth more than the taxes, and the preswvay 

em by a 
prompt payment of the taxes. 

The fourth section is in these words: 


‘ And be it further enacted, That the preémptor may. at 


| any time, at hixor her discretion, enter the lnnds preémpted 


| privilege and not a duty. 


The first section of the substitute simply pro- | 


poses to continue in force the preémption laws as 
they now exist, and to extend these laws to all 
the Territories of the United States. The second 


| 


section removes the present limitation imposed by | 





hy paving therefor to the proper officer of the United States 
the minimum price of said lands.” 


It will be seen that I have fixed the price, not 
at $1 25, but at the minimum, whatever that may 
be. By the last section of the substitute, this min- 
imum cannot exceed seventy five cefits per acre, 
and may, and often will, not exceed twenty-five 
cents. But of this more presently, 

The substitute makes payment for the lands a 
It is sugested that thia 
i9 a privilege of which very few will avail them- 
selves. There could be no greater mistake. Th 
nine cases out of ten the occupant will bay the 
land, if for no other reason that he may feel the 
noble independence ofa land-owner. And if not 
for this, then for that other reason. thet having 
bought the land he may cell it if he chooses. 
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Suppose a man to be settled cn one hundred | 


and sixty acres of land worth at Government 
price, $1 25 per acre, (that is the highest possible 
price,) and that by his labor he has made it worth 
five or ten dollars per acre, and suppose that man 
to have the sole privilege of buying the land at 
oT per acre, what do you think he will do? 


ill he leave the latter in the Government? Cer- | 


tainly not. And why? 
ple of property worth from $800 to $1,600. So 
long as the title remains in the Government, he 
has nothing that he can fairly call hisown. By 

aying $200 he becomes the owner in fee of a 
Gaadacuns little estate. This will be a powerful 
stimulus, and thousands will buy under its in- 
fluence, simply that they may own the property. 
And then if we take into account that the prop- 
erty may be bought at $200, and sold for five or 
ten times that sum, we need no other argument to 
show that it will be bought. 

If the labor of the settler does not improve the 
value of the land, then it is pretty clear that it 
was worth nothing in the beginning, and that 
Government has lost nothing by having it occu- 
pied. 

These are some of the advantages, briefly stated, 
which, in my judgment, this system will bring to 
the Government. 

The advantages which will result to the settler 
are these, (I speak of the substitute, not of the 
bill:) If he makes an unfortunate location, he 
may change it, and this he may do as often as he 
chooses. The original bill gives him but one 
chance. If he makes a bad location, he must 
abide by it. Those who have been in at the 
settling of new countries, know how liable new- 
comers always are to be deceived, not only as to 
the quality of the soil, but as to all the advantages 
resulting from a proper location, It cannot injure 
Government lands for a citizen to live on them, 
nor can they be damaged by his going off them. 


But the citizen may find, and often does find, a | 
great advantage in being allowed to change from | 


one location to another. If he leaves the Jand 


better than he found it, why shall he not be | 
allowed to leave it? And if his living on another | 
pce only increases its value, why not permit 


im to liye there? {t will be seen that if a settler 


meves, he must do it as a voluntary act, and that | 


under no circumstances can he receive, directly or 
indirectly, any consideration, payment, or reward 
of any kind, for doing so. ‘By this it is meant 
simply to confine the settler to his original loca- 
tion, unless, in his unbiased judgment, it is better 
for him voluntarily to abandon it and take another. 

The fifth section of the substitute provides for 


the disposition of the occupant’s rights when he | 


dies, without having divested the Government 
title. The section reads thus: 


© And he it further enacted, That in case of the preémp- 
tor’s death, if a married man, his right shall survive to his 
widow and infant children; but the rights of the older 
children shall cease as they respectively come of age, or 
when they shall reach the age of twenty-one years. And 
in ease of the death of both tather and mother, leaving an 


infant ehild or children, the executor, administrator, or | 
goers shall, upon submitting satisfactory proof of that 


ct to the register and receiver of the proper land office, 
be entitled to a patent for the land so preémpted for the 


benefit of said infant child or children, on the payment of | 


ten cents per acre, and may thereafter sell said lands, or 
otherwise dispose of them, for the benefit of the infant child 
or children aforesaid. And when the father and mother 
both die, leaving no infant children, then the right of occu- 
pancy may be sold for the benefit of the estate.”? 


It may be asked why any charge is made for 
lands claimed by orphan children as the only her- 
itage from their deceased fathers and mothers. | 
answer that the President has indicated to us that, 
in his judgment, we have no right to give away 
the public lands. We must, thinks, have a 
consideration. Clearly we have a right to reduce 
the price of the lands, for we have reduced them | 
time and time again, and no living man ever ques- 
tioned our authority to doso. We have the right | 
to reduce in favor of particular classes, as States, | 
railroads, and actual settlers. This is not ques- | 
tioned. And‘if we may do this, surely we may | 
reduce in favor of orphan children. Yielding to | 
the views of the President, I have inserted this | 
provision to meet his objections, and at the same 


orphans of destitute and agra parents. The | 
section before us continues the right of a deceased | 
husband{and father to the widow-and infant chil- | 


Because, by paying | 
$200 he can make himself the owner in fee-sim- | 


/are they? 


) é | President, or of Congress, or of any person,/or 
time serve the interests of the poor and neglected || 


| they are the tenants of the Government. 
he objections to a system of tenantry, as I 1 


= 3 = : a - 
dren, and for this reason, that the adult children, as ‘landlords may exact exorbitant rents 


they come of age, will each for himself acquire the 
same right that the father had before him, and can 
take land for himself. And asthe care of the infant 
children will necessarily devolve on the mother, 
it is but simple justice that the homestead should 
be secured to her and her infant children. 

In providing that the fee shall pass to the infant 
children, on the payment of a nominal sum, when 
the father and mother both die, | have had this in 
view: thatinfant children cannot occupy the land, 
and if it is not given to them ata nommal price, 
the labor of their parents may be entirely lost. It 
will often happen that they will have no means of 
buying, and when they have, guardians may think 
it best not thus toapply those means. Thequan- 
tity of land that will be disposed of under this clause 
will be comparatively trifling, and | know of no 
object to which it may be applied with a greater 
certainty of its doing good. 

it will be seen that,in all cases where the father 
and mother both die leaving no infant children, 
it is provided that the right of occupancy may 
be sold for the benefit of the estate. The ob- 
ject in doing this was twofold; first, to get clear 
of the idea of keeping the land in the same family; 
and secondly, to secure to the heirs or creditors of 
deceased persons the benefits resulting from the 
labor of such persons. 

‘The sixth and jast section establishes the sys- | 
tem of graduation in favor of actual settlers. 
The scale is not such as 1 would have fixed if my 
own judgment had alone been consulted. The 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Huwrer| has brought 
in a graduation bill, and the scale adopted by me 
is taken from that bill. It is as follows: 


* Sec. 6. And he it further enacted, That the minimum 
price of the public lands of the United States shall remain 
unchanged unul the commencement of the fiscal year be- 


be reduced, in favor of actual settlers, according to the fol 
lowing scale: All lands which shall have been offered at 
public sale, and remaining unsold five years, shall be re- 


duced to the price of one dollar per acre ; all lands which | , , 
| provides a home, but it secures the. possession of 


shall have been offered at public sale, aud remaining unsold 
ten years, shall be reduced to seventy five cents an acre ; 
and all lands which shall have been offered at public sale, 
and remaining unsold fifteen years, shall be sold at fifty 
cents anacre 3; and all lands which shall have been offered 


thereafter be reduced to a price of twenty-five cents an 
acre.” 


I would have commenced at a lower figure than 
one dollar, and descended below twenty-five cents, 
It will be seen that the ten years’ residence which 
the substitute allows, must in any case bring the 
lands down to seventy-five cents per acre; and if 
they have been offered for sale ten years before 
the settler goes upon them, then these ten years’ 
residence, in addition, must of necessity, accord- 
ing to this scale, bring them down to twenty-five 
cents per acre. : 

It was my purpose to have discussed this pro- 


and the Senate may be impajient. I dismiss the 
point with the single remark that aman who has 
ten years to pay for one hundred and sixty acres 
of land, at from twenty-five cents to seventy-five 
cents per acre, and fails to do it, is of no account, 
and it is not worth while to help him, or try to 
help him, 
Having briefly explained the provisions of the 
| proposed substitute, | proceed to answer such ob- 
jections as have been urged against it. 
First, it is said this proposition will get up a 
| System of tenantry, and thus become exceeding! 
prejudicial to the country. It will get up no su 
system in the first place, and in the second place, 
if it did, no injury could result from it. The oc- 
cupants. of the land pay no rent, and cannot be 
deprived of the right of occupancy by the Govern- 
ment, or any other power. He is not a tenant, in | 


the technical sense of that term, who pays no rent, | 
and is not subject to be removed by his landlord, || 


| No one expects the settlers to pay rent; and if | 

they enter the lands under the sanction of law, | 

_ they camnot be removed, even by a repeal of the | 

| law, and much less can they be removed while | 
| the law remains in force, 

But if these people are tenants, whose tenants | 

ot the tenants, certainly, of the 


body of persons, in power or out of power. But | 


understand them, are chiefly these: first, that 


| objection is, that the owners of the soil ma 


| consistent with the full and faithful dis 


| induce settlements you 
| The one hundred and sixty acres secured by pre, 


THE. CONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE. July 13, 


' and thy 
oppress theirtenants. This objection ie 
by the simple statement, that in the case before 

no rents at all are to be demanded. The second 


Y Acquire 
nants ih 


ch 
them tenants’ duties to their country. To tet 


reply, that the country being the owner of the soil 
the greater influence it acquires over the minds o} 
its tenants, the more faithful will be the discha 
of their duties. So that the argument, instead of 
being against the bill, is in its favor. I haye n 
seen the force of either of these objections. . 
it is next said that it will keep the lands Out of 
the market. This objection applies with jeg 
force to the substitute than to any other home, 
stead proposition. When you retain the litle in 
the Government, it is certain that you wij sell 
the lands by-and-by. But if you give the lands 
away, of course you lose all chance of ever ge(ij 
them. I have already given it as my opinion 
that you will sell more lands to actual setil 
under this than under the old system. It is hy 
an opinion, and ean only be demonstrated 4 
actual experiment. It is certain, however, that the 
proposed system will encourage settlements, anj 
experience has demonstrated that wherever yoy 
find ready sale for lands, 


an influence over the minds of their te 


emption will only serve the poorer classes. Mey 


| of larger means will want more land, and it wij 
| constantly happen that the preémptor will buy the 


lands adjouing him; and as his wealth increases, 
he will secure his improvements by another pur. 
chase. The first settlers, the frontier men, will 
be ready to buy at the minimum price when they 
can sell to new comers of larger means at from 


| three to five, or ten dollars an acre. 
ginning July 1, 1855; butafter that period the price shall || 


The substitute does all for the settler that the 


friends of the homestead ought to desire. It places 


a home in the reach of every man who deserves, 
lt does more sthan the original bill; it not only 


it against contingencies of every kind except vol- 


'untary abandonment; and even then it allows the 


| man to take another home somewhere else. 
at public sale, and remaining unsold twenty years, shall | 


The substitute meets the arguments of those 
who object to giving away the lands, It gives 


nothing but the right of occupancy. All that the 
| settlers get is the right to live upon and improve 
| the land; and all. that the Government loses is 
| the doubtful chance of sellin 
| sooner than to the settlers. 


to some one else 
or this loss surely 
the Government is amply recompensed by the 
productions of the soil, and the imereased value 
of the Jands consequent on their improvement, 
These add to the national wealth, and enhance our 
greatness as a people. The lands in a state of 


nature are, in fact, worth nothing. Itis the labor 
of the settler that gives them value. Supposea 
vision at greater length; but 1 am growing weary, | 


settlement to be made on @ quarter section of land 
which the Government could sell for $200, what 


| does the Government lose? Not the $200, for 
| she does not give the land. She losesat most but 


the interest on the $200 from the time at which 


| the land could have been sold withouta tenant on 
them, to the time when it. actually is sold with 
/a tenant on them. This can be but a trifle 
| For this loss she gets a producer where she hada 
/consumer. She gets lands worth $200 


increased 
in value to $1,000, and she gives a happy dome 


| to a man who was homeless. 


If we are in want of a practical illustration of 


| the effects produced by a system like this, | 


would, point to the State of Georgia; and here le 


| me invoke the attention of the Senator from that 
| State, [Mr. Dawson,] who apostrophized with 9 
‘much eloquence, the other, day, against what he 


was. pleased to term the profligacy of giving the 
lands, to actual settlers. Georgia gave away het 
lands, or sold them. at a very low figure. 3 
consequences are seen in her multiplied population, 
the improvement of her soil, the construction 
her railroads, the revival of her commerce, 

in the general and wonderful devel nt of all her 
resources. Will any one say that isf all this 
Georgia is not compensated tenfold for the cheap 
or gratuitous distribution of her lands ? Will any 
one pretend that the prosperity of Georgia is no 
a part of the prosperity of the whole country. As 
each State is interested in, the prosperity of 
States united, so are the States united interes 


in the prosperity of each of the States separately. 
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nd thu, Georgia gave lands to her people, and she made 
NS Wered ner people stationary, and prosperous, and hap- 
Cfore us oy, She has her ample reward in this, that she is 
Second not only the most populous, but, in every sense, 
aN Une the most thrifty of the southern States. What 
ADLS in, Georgia has become under this system, all the 
ange of land States will become under a like system. I 
© thie | appeal from that narrow and contracted sentiment 
the soil, which looks only to the interest of a State or sec- 
hinds of tion to the broad national sentiment which Noks 
SCharg, to the success of the whole country—to that sen- 
Stead of timent which sees success to Virginia in the suc- 
AVE not cess of Mississippi; and a triumph to Massachu- 
getts in the triamph of Wisconsin; to that senti- 
} Out of ment which sees a triumph to the whole Union in 
th legs the triumph of any one of its parts. To this 
home. comprehensive spirit | appeal for relief from the 
 Litle in incubus of Government lands in the new States. 
Nill sel Let the lands be cultivated. The cultivators will 
e lands build railroads, create commerce, encourage man- 
Bell ufactures, sustain the mechanic arts, and add to 
Pinion the general prosperity of the whole country. Re- 
Settlers strain their cultivation, and your highest eulogium 
18 but will be, that YOU HAVE BEEN MORE THE FRIENDS 
ted by op SAVAGES AND WILD BEASTS THAN OF CIVILIZED 
hat the MEN. 
tS, and "Mr. BENJAMIN. I wish to put one question to 
er you the Senator from Mississippi. In the original bill, 
"lands, for which the Senator has offered a substitute, the 
DY pre. fourth section provides that ‘‘ all lands acquired 
Men under the provisions of this act shall in no event 
it will become liable to the satisfaction of any debt or 
Uy the debts contracted prior to the issuing of the patent 
reases, thereof.’ | understand the Senator from Missis- 
er pur. sippi to objet to that section upon the ground of 
in, will its conflicting with State-rights. Now, I under- 
they stand thethird section of the Senator’s substitute 
it from to provide, in effect, for the same exemption. The 
close of that third section provides that ‘* no sale 
hat the of the same,’’ referring to the lands, ‘‘ for debt, 
places other liability or penalty, (other than for taxes, ) 
rvesit, under the authority of any State, or the courts 
Ht only thereof, shall entitle the purchaser to any right 
sion of to disturb the possession of the preémptor by pur- 
pt vol. chase from the Government; nor shall it be law- 
ws the ful to issue a patent for any such Jand to any 
such purchaser.”’ 
"those Mr. BROWN. That means, of course, during 
gives his occupancy, as a mere occupant, and not when 
bat the he has a perfect title. 
iprove Mr. BENJAMIN. But the section speaks of 
ses is the “ preémptor by purchase from.the Govern- 
1€ else ment.” 
surely Mr. BROWN... He ceases to be @ preémptor 
ay the as soon as he gets a title. The section only pro- 
value tects him while he isapreémptor. When he gets 
ement, a title he ceases to be so, and is proprietor of the 
ice OU land, and, of course, he is no longer under the pro- 
ate of tection of that section. 
> labor Mr. DAWSON. Ts the question now upon 
pose a the substitute of my friend from Mississippi? 
of land The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Baicur 
, What in the chair.) The question is on the amendment 
0, for offered by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Cuase.] 
rst but Mr. DAWSON. So | thought. 
a Mr. BROWN. Allow me to say to my friend 
Ant oO 
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from Georgia that I introduced the substitute for 
discussion at this time, so as to have it fairly be- 
fore the Senate. 

Mr. DAWSON. I understood the Senator 
very well; but I wished to call the attention of the 
oe to the point upon which we were about to 

ote. ‘ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. President, I 
am not willing that the vote shall be taken on the 
pending amendment until [ shall have had an op- 
Poor of putting myself right in regard to it. 

will not detain the Senate long. My first im- 
Pression was in favor of striking out the sixth 
Section, as proposed by the Senator from Dela- 
ware, (Mr. Crayron.} I do not exactly reconcile 
it to my feeling, or to my Americanism, if you 
please to allow that expression, that a foreigner 
shall come here a 



































In regard to the public property as an American 








Upon that impression { was inclined to actatfirst, 

fe to vote with the Senator from Delaware, in 

mew ofstriking out. My mind has, however, after 

ona investigation, undergonesome change on 
at subject, and I willask the indulgence of the 
enate while I give my reasons for that change: 

| ind, on examination, that this has been the pol- 
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cor week before the passage of this | 
law, if it shall pass, and oceupy the same position | 


citizen. [I have that difficulty on my mind; and | 





as Se ees : 
icy of the Government from the first introduction 


| Of the system of granting homesteads; in 1850, 
the bill granting homesteads in Oregon was in the 
identical words of this bill. Other laws for the 
same purpose have been passed since, containing 

| the same provisions. This bill does not propose 

to give lands to all foreigners that are here, or that 
may come here—but to such as are here now, and 
have taken the necessary steps to become citizens 
of the United States. The lands are not to be; 
granted unul they have become American citizens, 
and have resided on and cultivated the same for 
| five years. If a foreigner will go into the wilder- 
| ness, encounter the privations of frontier life, set- 
tle on one hundred and sixty acres of land for five 
| years, | think he is entitled to the Jand—having 
| paid a full equivalent for nt, and will be a much 
better and safer citizen than if kept in idleness 
about your large cities. 

Mr. President, if | wanted the protection of an 

| excuse for voting for this measure, obnoxious as 
it is to many of my warmest personal and politi- 

| cal friends, | might find it in the unanimous ex- 
pression of the Legislature of my State in favor of 
a homestead bill. It is true, | have not received 
| those mstructions officially; yet | have seen them 
in the newspapers of the country. But, sir, | do 
not choose to protect myself by those instructions. 
However strong they may be, however much en- 
titled. to consideration they would be with me, 
they do not necessarily control my vote on this 
subject; for | announced myself in favor of the 
rinciples of this bill before the action of the 

Lestsligunh took place. 

If | may be pardoned by my friends for saying 
so—and | beg they will pardon me—I am in fa- 
vor of the principle of this bill. & am in favor of 
it on considerations of policy, propriety, and jus- 
tice. I should have voted for it in the absence of 
any expression of opinion by the Legislature of 
my State. Never, sir, since | have occupied a 
seat upon this floor, have | seen any measure as- 

| sailed as this has been. I believe tt was Bertram 

who said to Imogene, ‘* None have ever loved as 
we have loved; noneever loved so madly.’’ The 
| Opponents of this bill may say to themselves, 

‘* None have ever hated as we have hated; none 

ever hated so madiy.’’ They have fought this 

bill as Christian and Infidel fought in the days of 
the Crusaders. They have outraged every prin- 
ciple of civilized warfare. They have gone into 
| the most ultra-guerrilla warfare that | ever wit- 

nessed in civilized society. The Senator from 

Delaware [Mr. Cuayron]| commenced his attack 
from the chaparral on this side, and fired into the 
bill. The Senator from Pennsylvania, on the 
| other side, [Mr. Bropueap,] from another chap- 
| arral, fired into it, and there has been a cross-fire 
from the different chaparrals from the beginning 
to the end of this whole controversy. 

Sir, have they attacked the great principle of 
the bill? I think not. They urge objections. 
In the first place, the Senator from Pennsyivania, 
| with a boldness almost Napoleonic—for | believe 
| he would rather differ from a majority than concur 

with them—attacks the bill mainly upon the 

ground of its caption, and for more than fifteen 

minutes he enlightened the Senate upon the ob- 

noxious character and inappropriateness of the 
| caption or title of the bill. If that honorable Sen- 
| ator, for whom | have very great respectand great 

personal kindness, and for whose nerve and bold- 
| ness I have a high admiration, felt a great objection 
| to the name of the bill, in all conscience why does 
he not propose to change it? ‘A rose by any other 
| name would smell as sweet.’’ Give us the sub- 
| stance, and he may rebaptize it to suit his own 
| fancy. 


Me BAYARD. I wish to ask the honorable | 


Senator from Tennessee one question. What is 
the great principle of this bill? 1 confess 1 am not 
able to discover it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Before l am done, 
I Sail undertake to enlighten the learned and dis- 
tinguished Senator as to what is the principle of 
this bill, ‘* as | understand it."’ The Senator from 
Pennsylvania, as | have said, attacked the bill on 
|| its caption. Then came the Senator from Ala- 
| bama, [Mr. Cuay;} with his keen sword, or rather 
|| stiletto, and he attacked the phraseology of the 
|| bill. He asked his friends ‘* What do you mean 
|| by the word ‘now?’. Is it present, or prospect- 
| ive, or whatis it? Does it apply to the time be- 
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ing, when we are discussing it, to the time when || try. 
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the bill was presented, or to the passage of the bill, 
or to what time does it refer?’’ If that honorable 
Senator objects to the phraseology of the bill, why 
does he not propose to amend un? He makes no 
proposition to amend it, 

Then came the Senator from South Carolina 
{Mr. Buries) with his mighty artillery—for it is 
mighty—and what did he say? He indulged in 
a thousand denunciations of vagabonds and others, 
which I think are the mere creations of his fancy; 
and that certainly is one of the most exuberant 
that | have ever met with. He objects to the dia- 
lect of the bill; he does not like the word ** issu- 
ance.”” He thinks it is not an American word, 
If that word does not suit that distinguished and 
learned Senator, why does he not give us a better? 
W hat sort of warfare is this, when learned, dia- 
tinguished, and venerable Senators here—three of 
them—attack the bill in this way? One of them 
attacked the name of the bill, the other‘attacked 
the word ‘*‘ now,’’ and the third says the word 
** auance”’ is not to be found in the dictionary of 
the country. 

Mr. CLAY. In order to relieve myself, L will 
tell the Senator that | had an amendment prepared 
in writing, which | intended to offer at the proper 
period, fixing a precise time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Lam very much in- 
debted t@ my friend from Alabama; ] am glad that 
he means to do something with the bill; but 1 am 
speaking of the record as itis. Lam speaking of 
the attacks which have been made on this measure. 
Here, | say, are three distinguished Senaters in 
the Congress of the United States, making speeches 





| upon isolated words, when they do not eome-up to 


the point of attack on the merits of the bill; if the 
words are obnoxious, offer amendments to make 
them more acceptable. | should be conteyt with 
that course; but ldo not like the guerrilla mode of 
warfare which has bee’ carried on. It is evidently 
the purpose of the opponents of this measure to 
destroy it by this indirect mode of attack. | 
should gladly coéperate with them in rendering 
the bill more perfect, if after that | had any hope 
of securing their aid in its final passage; but I 
indulge no such delusive hope; their ubject is to 
weaken it by amendments, and thus secure its de- 
feat. | cannot lend myself to their purposes. 

The Senator from South Carolina, as 1 havesaid, 
gave us his criticism upon the dialect of this billy 
Then came the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. 
Cuiayton,| and he attacked it in the main front. 
It seems that. the center of attack has been as» 
signed to that distinguished Senator, and he finde 
fault with the sixth section, What is that sixth 
section, about which, | confess, there is some 
difficulty in my mind? It is that foreigners, 
who are not naturalized citizens, shail be per- 
mitted to enjoy an equal participation with citi- 
zens, in the benefits of this bill. 1 admit there is 

| something substantial im this objection; but, at 
| the same time, | wish to know of that honorable 
Senator whether he will vote for the bill if his 
| amendment be made? If we strike out that sec- 
tion, will the honorable Senator vote with us? 
Notat all. But, sir, the wisdom, the experience, 
the profound tact, and, if I be not considered dis- 
respectful, | may say that exceeding shrewdness 
and astuteness for which that Senator is distin- 
guished, taught him that the way to destroy.a 
measure is not to come up and attack the prinei- 
plein it, if there be one, but to strike at it in de- 
tail, to cut off one point.here and another there, 
and in the end to weaken and enfeeble the meas- 
ure so that nobody.can sustain it, and it cannot 
-sustain itself. 

Well, sir, after that the Senator from Mary- 
land [Mr. Pravt] attacked the bill at another 
point. What is hisobjection? One of his objec- 
tions is, that if an alien settles upon the lands, and 
dies before he perfects his title, his children will 
get the land under the bill. Now, sir, if that is 
not so, it ought to be so; and if the bill does not 
mean that, I ar in favor of amending it to make it 
mean that. When a man goes und encounters 

| all the hardships, troubles, annoyances, and diffi- 
culties incident to an early settlement in a new 
country, and dies six weeks or six months before 
he perfects his title, will the Senator say that his 
children ought not to enjoy the inheritance of their 
father? Ido not concur in the views of that Sen- 
ator.. The settlement and cultivation of the wild 
lands of the country is a benefit to the whole coun- 
If you invite its settlement, and the occupant 
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dies before he hag perfected his title, in the name | land. That it is the true policy of this Govern- 


of jusnee and humanity, will you deny to his chil: 
dreti the benefirs of the father’s labor? The coun- 
try will have gotten the benefiis of the settlement 
and imorovement of the lands, and will you deny 
everything to the children? | hope not, 

But, Mr. President, another attack is made upon 
this bill, and st comes from my friend from Geor- 
gia, [Mr. Dawson.} 1 distike exceedingly to 
come in collision with him upon any subject, not 
only en account of my great respect for him as a 
statesman, a politician, and a gentleman, but be- 
cause of a nearer and dearer relation. Bat Il con- 
fess to you, sir, that his assault was one of the 
most remarkable that | ever witnessed in the Amer- 
ican Senate. Whatis his objecuon to the bull? 
He says, in the first place, i is unequal and un- 
just. How? It gives land to every American 
citizen, and to every foreigner who has declared 
on oath Mat he intends to becomean American citi- 
zen. It makes no discrimination. My friend can 
avail himself of the benefit of the !aw,if he chooses. 
Lean avail myself of it, Every Senator can avail 
himself of it. But still, itis said, itis unequal and 
unjust, because there are some who cannot avail 
themselves of it. Is that an objection to the law? 
If it be, the same objection would apply to any 
and every law that you can pass. Human wis- 
dom cannot devise any law which will @e, tn ail 
its benefits, perfectly equal and uniform to all the 
members of thie great Republic. My friend il- 
lustrated hie view: “Ah,” said he, “there is a 
widow in my country.’’ Mr. President, that my 
friend is sensitive on that subject is not at all 
remarkable to me. | am not sstonished that he 
is particularly sensitive of the rights of widows. 
He hns a right to be sensitive on that subject. 
Serge 

Mr. BADGER. Boundtobeso. ([Laughter.] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Yes, sir; bound 
to be so by the laws of gravity. [Laughter.] But, 
sir, he has a remarkable widow in his country, 
who, he says, has six daughters; and he fears she 
cannot go on the public lands and avail herself of 
this bounty, as he calls it. He is mistaken in 
that. I know that if that widow has six good 
looking daughters, and has not money enough to 
go to the Territories, my friend would advance 
her the money; and if he could do no better, he 
would take one of the daughters. 

A Senator. Or the widow. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. But! wishto show 
that he is doing the widow a manifest injustice in 
this view. | say thatif he will permit that widow 
tO. go into the Territories with her daughters, who 
he says are all full age, she will have one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, and each of her daugh- 
ters wil! have one hundred and sixty acres. If 
my friend will not advance the money to send 
them to Kanses or Nebraska, some benevolent 
emigration society will doubtless come to the res- 
cue. Now, will you not benefit the condition of 
that widow by giving her one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, and giving each of her daughters 
one hundred and sixty acres? 

Mr. DIXON. The daughters are not * heads 
of families.’’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. But they are 
twenty-one years of age, and therefore, under 
the bill, entitled to its provisions. My friend 
from Georgia said further that he was opposed 
to this bill because it interfered with a great prin- 
ciple, and that is a principle outside of this bill, 
and | wish to call the attention of my friend from 
Delaware (Mr. Bayarp] to it. What principle 
is it that he says it conflicts with? Itisa new: 
principle in politieal economy—the principle of 
reproduction. If I believed sir, the passage of | 
this bill would interfere with that great principle, 
I would vote against it; and | am sure my -honor- 
able collengue, (Mr. Bext,] if he were here, would 
concur with me in the opinion that we never could 
be tolerated a single moment at home if we inter- 
féred with that great principle of reproduction. | do 
not apprehend, however, that it has anything to 
do with the bill; and my friend need give himself 
no fears on that subject 

But, sir, the Senator from Delaware (Mr. Bayr- | 
AkD] asked me what principle wasin this bill? [. 
will tell him what I conceive fo be the principle | 
contained in the bill which attracts my admira- | 
tion and support. The Government of the United | 
States, or the people of the United States, are the | 


ment to reduce those lands, as fast as possible, to 
euliivauion, will, | suppose, be admitted by the 
Senator; but then he may object that that isa good 
prinewple, if we had the power. Well, sir, 1 
maintain we have the power todo that; and I 
mean to cive no higher authority then the honora- 
ble Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Bapcer,} 
who made one of the ablest speeches which it was 
ever my fortune to listen to in the Senate, on this 
subject. He demonstrated conclusively and un- 
mistakably, that the Government of the United 
States had full, undisputed, and unlimited power 
and contre] over the whole publicdomain. Then, 
when we are the landholders of seventeen hundred 
millions of acres of land, and have full power to | 
dispose of them just as we please, and when we 
please, and to whom we please, | ask if it is not 
wisdom, and patriotism, and good policy, to give 
them to those who are not the owners of Jand, 
who have no means to possess themselves of land, 
and thereby enhance the prosperity of the com- 
mon country? If there is no principle in that, 
then Leannot see whata principle or a policy is, 
give itany name, | care not what it is. 

But, sir, this measure was attacked as though it 
were anew one. My friends have said tome, are 
you going for this bill? Lsay,tam. ‘They speak 
as though it were a new bill; when, if | choose to 
place myself behind a mass of documents, if | 
choose to call great men to my support in vindica- 
tion of this vreat principle or policy, or whatever 
you may please to call 1, | need only refer to the 
resolution read a day or two ago by the Senator 
trom Michigan, (Mr. Cass,] which was offered by 
that man who is conceded now by all, by his 
friends and enemies, by those whoconcurreé with 
him, or by those who differed from him generally, 
now that he is dead, to have been one of the most 
profound statesmen that ever honored the age in 
which he lived. Mr. Webster’s resolution laid 
down the very principle of this bill. Then, when 
you ask me for a name, | give the name of that 
greatand illustrious American statesman. | might 
go further back than that, and I might get other 


| ilustrious names to vindicate the policy that | am 


| advocating, but I forbear. 


But,» Mr. Presidenr, 


| there is one point to which I invite attention. Is 


| 


this the first time that this measure has been before 
us? Ethmk not. In 1850, a preposition was in- 


| troduced into the Congress of the United States to 


| hundred and twenty acres of land 


grant a homestead to every settler who would go 
to the Territory of Oregon. How much did it 
give? If he was a single man, it gave him three 
If he was a 
married man, witha family, it gave him six hundred 
and forty acres in perpetuity; and then only upon 
the condition that he should reside upon it for four 
years. Where were thosegentiemen who inveigh 
with such fury against this bill now, when, in 
1850, a law was put upon the statute- book, giving 


to every single man three hundred and twenty | 


| acres, and to évery family six hundred and forty 
acres of public land, provided they settled on it for 


four years? Why did you not attack that princi- 
ple then?) Why did you not assailitthen? Why 
did you put it upan the statute-book, and let the 


| people enjoy m frém 1850 downto now, and when 
| we came to make it general, raise your hands and 
say, oh, what an outrage ? But this is not all. 


That vill did not restrict its benefits to American 
citizens, It extended them to aliens who had filed 
a declaration of intention, or who might file one 


| within the next two years; and yet these gentle- 


men stood by and saw that become the law of the 
land without opening their lips. 

The provisions of that bill are identical with 
those contained in this bill, except it gave as much 
as six hundred and forty acres, this but one 


| hundred and sixty; that requires but four years 


occupancy, this five. So you perceive that act of 


| 1850 is much more liberal to the settler than the 
| one now proposed, 


} 
| 
| 
j 


But, gentlemen, you are in a worse category 


than that. | hold in my hand a bill which passed | 


the Senate of the United States not two weeks | 
ago, and what is it? To grant a homestead to | 
every American citizen in the Territory of New | 
Mexico, of one hundred and sixty acres of land— | 
not only to.every American citizen, bat to every | 


white male citizen of the United States, or every | 


J 

7 __ uly 3, 
mark the words !—into that Territory 
upon it for four years. 1 
from Delaware then? 

Mr. GEYER. That act was ten; 
character; it only exiats till 1858. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Yes giv ie 
temporary in its character, W ae 

pe Da ' c ae * here were 
then id you hear of u? Youw 
Senator ha ese American 

Mr. CLAYTON. I never heard of jt ld 
not believe there was one Senator out of rel nd 
who ever heard of it. Jt is not on our files "y 

Mr. JONES, of Bennessee. | cannot help th 
There was nota dissenting voice to it. The aa 
show that it came from the House, and peaned 
through three readings in the Senate withou, 
single objection being made to it—not a dissentine 
voice was there to it. Hereis the principle of iy. 
bill in one which was passed not two weeks ms 
Were those genlJemen on the floor, and yet wi ; 
there nota single syllable of objection or Tie 
ciation hurled against it? The Government adopied 
it years ago, you followed it up, and you are par 
ticeps criminis in this very prinesple, because you 
did not oppose it heretofore. Youu cannot escane 
from this. If gentlemen did not know of it, it is 
no fault of mine. 1 will have the Journal read in 
regard to the point. IT have been to the record, 

Mr. CLAYTON. It is not on our files. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Gentlemen are mis. 
taken. 

Mr. GEYER. When did you discover jt) 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I find it on the 
records of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Did the honorable Senator 
know of it at the ume the bill passed ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 think I did; for 
it was before the committee, and | approved of it, 

Mr. CLAYTON. Was there a word said abou 
it when it was passed ? 

Mr. JONES, of Vennessee. I cannot tell, | 
hope the Senator will not hold me responsible for 
it, if he did not know it. Itis not my fault. | 
cannot heip that; but | am going to the record, 
The bill came from the House of Representatves, 

| was read twice, and referred, and on the 19th of 
June it was reported back. It was then reada 
third time, and the question was, shall it pass? and 
it passed without a dissenting voice, through ail 
| the forms necessary for the passage of a bill, 

Mr. SEWARD. When was it passed? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [t was reported on 
the 19th of June, and the Secretary can tell when 

| it was passed. I hope he will read the Journal. 
| . ‘Fhe Secretary read as follows from the Jour 
| nak: 


and 
Where was the con 


porary in it, 


| “Saturpay, July 1.—Mrn Donee, of Towa, from the 
Committee on Public Lands; to whom was referred the till 
of the House of Representatives (No. 315) to establish the 
office ot surveyor, general of New Mexico, Kansas, and 
Nebraska, to grant donations to actual settlers therein, and 
| for other purposes, reported it without amendment. 
“The Senate proceeded to consider said bill, as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole, and no amendment being made, it 
| Was reported [o the Senate. 
* Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 
** Said bill was read a third time. 
“ Resolved, That it pass. 


‘* Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Rep- 
| resentatives thereof,” 


Mr. DAWSON. That is the same day on 
which it was reported. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Of course it was. 
It passed the same day on which it was reported. 
Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator allow me 
make a distinction, which is a very palpable one’ 
| It is, that there is a great difference between giving 
a homestead ina Territory, and a homestead 1 
the States; and [ could justify my vote for thet 
| bill on the ground of the distinetion which | drew. 
| We know that the Federal Government supports 
the governments of the Territories until they be 
come States. ‘They are a tax :on the Feder 
Treasury; hence it is the policy of the Government 
to populate the Territories as rapidly as possib'e, 
and relieve itself of the burden by the removal of 
Such is not the cast 


| the territorial government. 


with a State. 8 I 

Mr; JONES, of Tennessee. The distinction 
drawn by my friend from Alabama may suit his 
| views, but the principle is laid down here that 
| Congress has. the right, has the power to grant 
‘homesteads. That principle has beeen recognized 


{ 


white male above the age of twenty-one years, | and acted upon by Congress within the last Ww? 


who has declared his intention to become a citizen, 


weeks. 


holders of seventeen hundred millions of acres of || or who shall have removed, or shall remove— || Mr: CASS. Will the Senator from Tenness* 


. Lie pei ane am Ena. 








' 13, 


SEltp 
EN ALor 


in its 


, it is 
© you 
Neriean 


ldo 
'Wenty 
8. 
P that, 
ecords 
Passe)| 
hout 7 
eNting 
of this 
8 ago, 
et Was 
Jenun. 
dopied 
re par. 
ge you 
C8Cape 
ty Ut ie 
‘ead in 
ord, 


re Mig. 


it? 
Dn the 


enator 


ids fop 
I of it, 


about 


ell, | 
ble for 
lt, | 
ecord, 
LIVES, 
xh of 
read a 
7 and 
gh ail 


ed on 
when 
nal, 

Jour- 


ym the 
thie ball 
ish the 
8, and 
fh, aud 


Com 
ade, it 


f Rep- 
y on 


was, 
ried. 
ne to 
one? 
ving 
ad in 
that 
jraw. 
ports 
y be- 
deral 
ment 
ible, 
ral of 
case 


etion 
it his 
» that 
rrant 
rized 
} wo 


esate 


1854. 


rdon me a moment for making this suggestion? 
Fhe power to dispose of the public lands knows 
- State or Territory. Every law in regard to 
onda which is applicable to the States in which 
re hens jie ws applicable to the ‘Territories in 


he ‘yr . 
nich they lie in the same way. Phe position of 
whit : 

the lands does not touch the power, 

nh ’ 


vr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 am indebted for 
hat suggeation of the Senator. | should have 
' cde it myself. “Phere can be no ditlerence as to 
re ‘question of power; and that does not excuse 
the honorable Senator, because one of the most 
astute Senators here, who objects to the bill, sits 
side by side with my friend trom Alabama; and 
he is utterly opposed to allowing thia praneiple in 
the Territories, but desires to confine it to the 
States. There they sit side by side. The Sen- 
stor from Alabama says that the distinction is 
very great; that I might apply itto the Territories, 
but yet ought not to apply it to the States. The 
Senator from Mississippt (Mr. Apams] has an 
amendment to offer, confining it to the States and 
excepting the Territories. The general power, 
if exists at all, exists over the public lands, 
whether in the States or in the Territories; for the 
jurisdiction of the Federal Governmentis the same 
over the lands in the States as over the lands in 
the Territories. 

But, sir, | confess | know that the difficulty in 
the minds of some of my friends is, that they do 
not like this proposition because they prefera gen- 
eral distribution among the States; for they say it 
is more equal and just. Very well, sir, | concur 
with them. Jf L could get a distribution of the 
public lands among all the States according to 
their Federal representation and population, | 
should vote for it with pleasure over this or any 
other propositior; but it must be obvious to you, 
sir, and to every other Senator, that the thing is 
wholly impracticable; and if the Congress of the 
United States were disposed to pass that measure, 
which they are not, still weare assured and know, 
if we can trust anything that the Executive has 
said, that it would not receive his sanction. Then 
if we cannot get that policy which commends it- 
self most to our admiration and judgment, shail 
we reject that which approaches nearest to it? I 
think not; and that is enough to control my a&c- 
tion. 

As to the policy and justice of this measure, 
Mr. President, I have a few words to say, and 
then I shail have done.. I think gentlemen have 
drawn very largely upon their imagination, and 
have stated most ultra cases of injustice in this 
matter, The Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Borier,}) with that peculiar tact and pungency of 
his, which is keener than any stiletto that | have 
ever seen, holds up the enormity of this bill by 
saying, why, sir, if it passes, the men who de- 
serted from your Army——the men who deserted 
on the field of Churubusco, and warred upon their 
own friends, may come and avail themselves of its 
benefits. I submit to the Seriator if it is a fair 
mode of warfare against a measure of this charac- 
ter, to state & possibilityand make that possibility 
aground of objection to the passage of the measure? 
While he states that possibility, how many thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of good, just, virtu- 
ous, honorable men, can be found in the United 
States, who, by misfortune or improvidence, if you 
please, or from some other cause, have nut the 
means of subsistence, or the ground on which to 
stand and claim as their own ; how many hun- 
dreds of honest, but poor, men are to be found 
within the limits of the State of that honorable 
Senator, who have not the means of purchasing 
& homestead, but who arehonorable, and patriotic, 
and devoted to the best interests of the country? 
They would get the benefits of this bill; but 
ecause some scoundrel may come in and avail 
himself of it, the Senator wil! not give it to them. 
1 am not willing to deny the benefits that this law 
Proposes to confer on its beneficiaries because 
some unworthy individual may avail himself of 
it. The thousands and tens of thousands of our 
own hardy, poor, but honest countrymen, are, to 
be denied the privilege of oceupying and owning a 

mestead, for fear that somescoundrel or refugee 

may avail himself of its benefits. You punish 
= own thousands for fear it may be enjoyed 
y 4 few not worthy of its benefits. 
Senators, when assailing the measure, ask, are 
You going to give away the publiclands? If you 
want.mé to answer categorically; and it will afford 
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give them away. i voted to giveaway ten mil- 


lions of acres the other day. ‘l'hey say that was 


a different matter. {§ am willing to give them to 
any purpose that looks to the advancement of the 


interests of the country er tothe benefit of society, 
whether it be to the indigent insane, or the land- 
less poor, or to any American citizen who will go 
and settle upon and culuvate them. That is my 
principle. Itis no gift; itis no donation. The 


, Government receives a valuable consideration for 


. 


| 


| 


| 


it. You give them to the soldier who fought the 
battles of the coumiry, and u more just, humane, 
beneficient law never was conceived; but it Is no 
more just, humane, or beneficent than this. You 


say the consideration for giving to the soldier was | 


his having fought the baules of the country. | 
admit it; but the man who goes and encounters 
the hardships of a frontier settlement to open up 
the avenues of civilization, does as much for the 
country as the one who fights your battles. | 
have never been a pioneer, but | have seen some- 
thing of the lite of one, and, in my judgment, the 
man who is willing to brave the terrors of the 
wilderness is as much a soldier as he who bears 
the musket, and is as much entitled to the protec- 
tion of the Government as the man who fights the 
battles of the country. 

With these views, | shall give the measure my 
support. | leave other gentlemen to take their 
own course; but at the same time, while they are 
making war upon it, | want them to come up and 
deny the power to pass it. Show me that we 
have not the power todo it, and 1 will abandon 
it. If we have the power, does it do injustice to 
anybody? Because you du not choose to go there, 
will you deny the privilege to me? If you have 
a few broad acres on one side, and do not choose 
to go to the wilderness and take one hundred and 
sixty acres, and if, by misfortune, | am not able 
to stay where I am, in the name of justice let me 
go and settle upon, and cultivate, public lands, and 
bring wealth to the country by increasing its gen- 
eral prosperity. 

Mr. CLAYTON. It seems that the chief ob- 
ject of the honorable Senator from Tennessee, in 
addressing the Senate, was to produce, by way of 
authority against the Senate itself, an act which 
passed this session, in which a clause is contained 
granting for a limited period, (four years only,) 
the right to all persons, whether citizens or not, 
to enter one hundred and sixty acres of the public 
lands in New Mexico, Kansas, and Nebraska. 
Now, sy, the effect of the precedent which the 
honorable Senator has cited, is not felt to be quite 
so crushing as he seemed to hope. It has really 
no bearing upon the question in this case. It has 
no authority, even if the Senate had acted with 
full consideration of it at the time, because it was 
but a grant for four years to settlers in the wilds of 
an unexplored region; but the fact is, that it was, 
as the Cierk at the table states, reported on one 
day, read by its title, and passed by the Senate 
without any debate or consideration. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | think the Sen- 
ator is mistaken. June 19, 1854, it was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Of course it was read, but 
it was only read by its title; it does not appear to 
have ever been read otherwise than by its title, 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator 


| permit me to state something in reference to this 


maiter. The bill to which he is referring, and 
which seems to have come with some surprise 
upon the honorable Senator, is precisely conform- 
able to other bills. A similar one was reported 
for Oregon. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Iam aware of that, and | 
was not atall surprised. There is nothing in itof 
any consequence to the question before us. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Son regard to California. 

Mr:GWIN. Not California; we never got 


|that. We tried to get it; but could not, because 
| we happened to be a State. 


i} 
i} 
1} 


| 


Mr: SHIELDS. At all events it passed this 
body, for | reported the bill; and at that time, | 
will stage to the honorable Senator, no question 
arose a8 to. the power of Congress to make these 


grants to the Territories. This is the same with 
other bills. 


that is not now the question | have proposed for 
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an additional argument, | answer, | am willing to | had been apprised that there was a provision in it 
granting temporarily, to all aliens, the right to go 
into the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas 





Mr. ATCHISON, (Mr. Wacker in tné chair.) 


It does not vive tne right to ahens in Kansas aod 
Nebraska 


It confines itto New Mexico. 
Mr DODGE, of lowa. I beg ieave to inter- 


rupt the Senator from Delaware. | presume he 
wishes to be correct in all the statements which 
he makes. [am sure he does. I have had some 
participation in this matter; and, therefore, | ask 
him and the Senateto hear mein relation ton. [ 


hold in my hand, Senate bill No. 220, a * bill 


to establish the office of surveyor general of New 


Mexico, to grant donations to actual settlers there- 


on, and for other purposes;”’ introduced by Mr. 
Suietps, of Illinois, February 20, 1854, and re- 


ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. The 


Journals show that it was reported back by my- 
self from the Committee on Public Lands, the 29th 


of March, 1854, with an amendment, furnished 
by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
to whom it was sent in pursuance of an order of 
the committee. That amendment is printed in 
italics, and is intended as a substitute for the ori- 
ginal bill. It was passed, as the Journal of the 
Senate will show, on the 2th day of April of the 
present year, and sent to the House of Represent- 
atives, with the provisions making grants to the 
people of New Mexico, similar to those which had 
been made to the early settlers in Oregon. The 


| territorial business came up in the House of Rep- 


resentatives before this bill was reported from the 
committee there; and the House passed a bill of 
its own of ean similar character, reported 
by its own Committee on Public Lands, That 
bill came from the House, was referred on the 
19th of June last to the Committee on Public 
Lands of the Senate. On the Ist of July, it was 
reported back to the Senate and passed. The 
House bill granting lands to settlers and occupants 
in New Mexico, was amended in that body, when 
on its passage, by having some sections added, 
providing for a surveyor general’s office and two 
land offices for Kansasand Nebraska. When the 
Senaie’s bill No. 220 passed this body, on the 20th 
of April last, the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Hunter] interrogated me from his seat, through 
the President, respecting its provisions. 1 replied 


| that the grants to actual settlers were pveaey 
| those which had been made in Oregon. 


he Sen- 
ator from Virginia will recollect it well, | am sure. 
Mr. CLAYTON. lLunderstand the Senator’s 
explanation; but this bill was, by the testimony of 
all around me, never found or observed to contain 
this provision when it passed, and it is not now 
to be found on our files. It makes donations to 
aliens, temporarily, only in New Mexico, but 
the preémption privilege is extended to them in 
Kansas and Nebraska, and if the attention of the 
Senate had beén drawn to it they would have 
observed that there was some object in thus draw- 
ing aliens into Kansas and Nebraska, But I 
des re to show the distinction between this meas- 
ure and that. We propose here to strike out the 
sixth section of the homestead bill, which grants 
to persons not naturalized the right to enter upon 
and occupy and obtain patents at the end of five 
years, to one hundred and sixty acres of land. 
That is a permanert, not a temporary provision: 
there is no'limitation upon it. In the bill which 
the Senator produces he will find the provision i 


) temporary: : 


* And to every white male citizen of the United States, 
or every while male above the age of twenty-one years, 
who has declared his intention to become a citizen, and 
who shall have removed or «hall remove to and settle in 
said Territory, between the first day of Jannary, 1553, and 


| the first day of January, 1858, there shall in like manner be 


donated one quarter section, or one hundred and sixty 
acres, on condition of actual settlement and cultivation for 
not less than four years.” 


By this provision the alien settler cannot enter 


unless he has declared his intention before the act. 
I can very ‘vell conceive that it mizhtbe poliey, 


| in the judgment of many:Senators, \o extend this 
| privilege to persons who were about to settle the 
| wild. Territories of New Mexico, Nebraska, and 


Kansas, but who would not listen to the proposi- 
tion when you attempt to extend it to the Slates. 


|| The bill now before us proposes to grant the 
Mr. CLAYTON. As tothe question of power | 


right in the States as well as im the Territories, 


|| The questions as to the power and expediency 


discussion; but, in regard to this bill, does any i differ entirely in regard to this matter, and the 
man believe that if the Senate of the United States || Senate might, if they had passed that measure, 
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even after due consideration, with perfect consist- | 


ency, refuse to adopt the sixth section in the ball 
now before us. There are insurmountable objec- 
tions to making the same grant in utter disregard 
of the rights of the States or their lawson the sub- 
ject of holding real estate. By this homestead bill 
there is no power which can turn an alien out of 
the land while he lives, should he refuse to be- 
come naturalized for forty years or more. The 
alien is to hold the land within the limits of the 
‘land States,’? and he cannot be ejected from it. 
Besides, he is to hold it exempt from the payment 
of any debts he may have contracted while he is 
upon it without a patent. 

But, Mr. President, | throw this out of the way, 
and come to the question as it stood before the 
honorable Senator from Tennessee addressed the 
Senate; and | beg now to make a very few re- 
marke in reply to some of those who have occu- 
pied the attention of the Senate for the last two 
or three days. The Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 
Wave}, this morning told us,in reply to what 
had been said by some gentlemen entertaining the 
same opinions i do in reference to this bill, that 
none but the industrious are invited and expected 
to go and live under this homestead system. ‘The 
loafers, he said, would not go; such men would 
never be found there, he thought. Why, sir, the 
Senator has entirely mistaken, | humbly appre- 
hend, the whole character of the bill. If there 
was ever a bill inviting loafers and idlers, it is this, 
It provides that any man may go and take up one 
hundred and sixty acres—on what conditions? If 
he makes it appear that he has not abandoned 
hie settlement for more than six months, at any 
one time, he is, after the end of five years, entu- 
tied to a patent. 

Mr. WADE. I did not suppose that loafers 
and idlers would go there and entitle themselves 
tothe land; but suppose a loafer or an idier should 
go into the wilderness and comply with the pro- 
visions of the bill, would you not grant him the 
same rights with others? 

Mr. CLAYTON. We should: be pleased to 
get rid of themall in the old States; but we would 
not offer them a premium for their laziness. 
Now, the fifth section of the bill provides : 

“< That if, at any time after filing the affidavit as required 
in the second section of this act, and before the expiration 
of the five years aforesaid, it shail be proven, after due 
notice to the settler, to the satiefaction of the register of the 
land office, that the person having filed such affidavit shall 
have actually changed his or her residence, or abandoned 
the said entry for more than siz months at-any time, then, 
and in that event, the land so entered shall revert back to 
the Government, and be disposed of as other pablie lands 
are now by law, subject to an appeal to the General Land 
Office.’’ 

Well, then, if a man goes npon the land, makes 
his entry,and remains there and settles one week 
or one day, and is absent five months and twen- 
ty days, and goes back and settles another week 
or day, and is absent another five months and 
twenty days, he will thus acquire, by this bill, the 
title to the land, although, in reality, he may not 
have had possession of it for six weeks during the 
whole time prescribed by the bill. Is there any 
doubt about that construction? . He is at liberty 
to he absent at any time for a period short of six 
months, and then go back and settle upon the 
land for a day or a week, and proceed to its culti- 
vation by planting a few tomatoes, or something 
that will grow in spite of shade and weeds, and 
then he will be set downas the owner of the land, 


If that is not a reward for idleness, | do not know | 


what would be. 

Mr. President, this bill invites not only idlers, 
but all of every class. The felon convicted of 
any crime in any of the States of this Union may 
go and take up one hundred and sixty acres of the 
public land under the bill. The honorable Sen- 


come and settle upon these lands. I-beg him not 
to misunderstand us. We have objected to this 


mode of settling the Territories’ of the United | 


States, because the measure invites the very worst 
characters to enjoy the benefits of it, and offers 
them a premivm when they have escaped from the 
old States, to go and settle upon the public lands. 

Mr. President; the honorable Senator from Ohio, 
[Mr. Wape,] as well as the Senator from New 
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know aliens have often been employed on the rail- with having reflected on the American 


roads and canais; but thousands, and perhaps | 


hundreds of thousands of native Americans, have 
also been employed upon them. And who is it 
that is entitled to the merit of making these roads 
or canals? It is not merely the laborer. Who 


are the men that paid for the labor, both of the | 


native and foreign population, and took the hazard 
of their success or failure? ‘hey have been in 
every instance American citizens, and not foreign 
emigrants. ‘lhe honorable Senators mightas well 
clairn the exclusive honor to the negroes who have 
built a great many of the canals and roads, and 
for the horses and oxen that have assisted in 
making them. Sir, our works of internal im- 
provement were built by our own countrymen; 


and every foreigner who put aspadein the ground | 


was paid for his labor, and paid well. | have no 
statistics in my hand to enable me to speak of the 
relative proportions of labor performed on such 
works by Americans and foreigners; but I have 
seen canals and railroads made, and I have gen- 
erally seen upon them a large majority of native 
Americans engaged at work, and sometimes a 


great many foreigners too, who could find no | 


other employment in which their labor was so 
well remunerated. 

So, too, sir, we have had it intimated to us in 
the debate that we should hardly have achieved 
our independence in the revolutionary war if it 
had not been for the foreigners who fought our 
battles. Why, really, this is most surprising 
intelligence. 1 think one gentleman said it was 
doubtful whether we should have been enabled to 
achieve our independence but for the valor of the 
foreigners who fought for us. 1 am ready to ac- 
knowledge, and always glad to acknowledge, the 
assistance that we obtained from the gallant for- 
eigners who came to our aid in the revolutionary 
war, in our last war with England, and in our 
war With Mexico. A bright example is before 
me whenever | reflect, in my place here, on that 
subject. 


he did, nobly in defense of this country, no man 
can be more truly grateful than I am. But, sir, 
it is degrading to the American name, and it is 


untrue in fact, to tell us that we owe our inde- || 


pendence to foreigners, or to insinuate that the 
true native American is inferior, either in courage, 
or the higher moral qualities, to the foreigner. 

| am not one of those who persecute foreigners. 
I never shall do it. 1am no bigot; no sectarian. 
L seek to persecute no man for his religion or 
his opinions. 
shall ever, by my vote or influence, be placed in 


any position where they cAn persecute me or my | 


friends, or deny us either civil or religious lib- 
erty. I have heard, during the progress of this 
debate, some things uttered to the disparagement 


of a portion of the American population, which | 
can have but a very unfortunate effect, in my | 


opinion. | was asked by my honorable friend 
from Iowa [Mr. Dopvee| whether, in my judg- 
ment, the naturalization laws should be repealed? 


Why, sir, | have never been the advocate of the | 
repeal of the naturalization laws; but let me | 
tell him, and others here who have engaged in || 


this debate, that any remarks which can be, by 


possibility, construed into a disparagement of ‘the 
native American population of thiscountry, when | 


compared with the foreign population now pouring 
like a mighty flood into this country, are calcu- 
lated to create parties that have been unknown be- 


floor of the Senate in one day’s debate, will create 


an addition of one hundred thousand to the num- | 
| ber of those who have been denominated, by 
ater said we did not object to the bill except be- | 
cause unworthy emigrants from Europe might |, 
_me to ask him a 


some gentlemen, as ** Know-Nothings.”’ 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. 'Willthe Senator allow 
uestion? : 
Mr. CLAYTON. Certainly. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. IL ask him, then, to 
name that Senator who instituted an invidious 
comparison in favor of foreigners and against 
Americans. If hedirectly or indirectly allydes to 
me as having made such an assertion, I deny it 
in toto; and | must say for the Senate, that I 
have heard no such imputation made from any 


York, [Mr. Sewarp,]} have indulged themselves i portion of it. 


at the expense of the American population of the 


Mr. CLAYTON! The Senators from New 


ae by telling us that theeanals and railroads’; York and Ohio will not so soon eat their words, 


in the 


nited States-have been built by aliens. I! 1 think. 1 did not charge the Senator from Iowa 


No man is more disposed to do justice | 
to my honorable friend from II!inois [Mr. Sure.ps} | 
than fam; and to men who shed their blood as | 


But I am resolved that no others | 


but now that he has called my attention oa tion; 
I will repeat one thing which he said then 
have no unkind feeling to gratify in ddineisn *s 
did say of certain American organizations in He 
country, that they were ‘ contemptible” a 
** Know-Nothings,’’ for instance, and the wie 
tive Americans.”’ I submit respectfully ee cs 
honorable friend, now in his cooler mome 
whether they are to be considered as contemptibis; 
I do not know myself what their Principles ¥ 
though the Senator from New York, without ar, 
authority, has spoken of them; but one fact wa 
be apparent to everybody, and that is, that bre 
men who are called ‘* Know-Nothings” aaa 
within a few months past, actually carried near), 
every election in every American city where thet 
standard has been raised. [am perfectly ignorant 
of what the real ends and objects of an AS8OCiation 
so formidable may be; but I cannot conceive i: 
possible that an organization as extensive as that 
and as successful as it has been in every instance. 
can, in any sense, be contemptible. ‘i 
There is no country in the world half as liberg) 
as ours on the subject of naturalization. Ther 
is at present a general disposition on the part of 
the American Congress to admit foreigners to nay. 
uralization upon such terms as are, in its judemen 
consistent with the American Constitution. There 
is no disposition that I have heard proclaimed hers 
to repeal the law on this sabject. But how js it 
abroad? In England an American cannot, if hy, 
wishes, abtain naturalization except by special 
act of Parliament. He may, by letters patent 
from the Crown, become a denizen; but having 
thus been made a denizen, he is utterly incapable 
of receiving a donation of Crown lands in any case, 
That is a part of the law of England; but here 
we all agree that the naturalized citizen shal! rp. 
ceive donations of our lands upon the same terms 
with the native citizen of the United States. None 
of us object to that; but what we do object to ig 
this: that those who are hot naturalized, those 
who still owe allegiance to the Government of the 
country from which they emigrated, should come 
here and stand upon precisely the same footing 
with an American, who was born in the country 
/ and has arrived at full age. Under the provisions 
of this bill, we agree to give foreigners one hun- 
| dred and sixty acres of land, if they will only go 
| immediately, aftertheir arrival in the country, and 


‘|| declare their intention to become citizens at a 


| future time; and there is no period limited in the 
bill within which they must become naturalized, 
or lose the title. At any period during life they 
can become naturalized; and, in that case, they 
areto be entitled toa farm. Then, sir, the simple 
| question before us is, are we ready to give to 
every foreigner an equal share of the public do- 
main with the citizens of the United States? 
Mr. President, this bill has undergone a yery 
desultory discussion. ‘The honorable Serior 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] charges those who 
/are opposed to it with having made a guerrilla 
war upon it. Why, siryall we have thus far done 
has been to propose an amendment to it. We 
_ have proposed one amendment, and its friends, | 
believe, have proposed two. The honorable Sen- 
ator from Ohio [Mr. Cnrase] now. proposes to 
amend the sixth section, before the questionisput 
on the motion which [ made to strike it out, by 
allowing all foreigners, not only those here now, 
but all who shall come hereafter, the benefit of 
this act. He gives notice, and others give notice, 


| of other propositions they intend to make. 
fore; and remarks of that description made on the || 


We have opposed the bill, and announced our 
| Opposition to it incidentally, in the debate on ® 
motion to amend it; but has there been anything 
unfair in the opposition to the bill? Has there 
_been anything to which the most scrupulous 
could object? We have not undertaken to defeat 
the bill by any indirection. We attack it first in 
a position where we think-it is most censurable, 
and seek to strike out that part. Then the effect 
of striking out would certainly be to make the 
bill sin our ju tybetter than it was before; 
and, on that ground, the honorable Senator should 
at least pardon, if he cannot applaud us, for the 
course we have , 

But, sir, in to the debate which has gone 
on here for the last two or three days, it has been, 
as | have said, desultory: No ematic, regu 
lar debate has been commenced yet by 
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eviewed. 1 do not propose to exam- 


eearcely been r 


ne them now; DUC ; 
mn ference to this bill which I have not yet heard 


4 the course of the debate, though, doubtless, it 
has occurred to other gentlemen here. I say it is 
“s njust bill, for the reason that it gives the pub- 
lie de to any one who will go and settle upon 
athe immediately alongside of persons who have 
nyrchased for the full price, and paid the Gov- 
erament for their lands. Will not the inevitable 
efiect of this be to diminish the selling price of all 
the land of those who have heretofore purchased 


nyblic land? Is it a measure of justice? I put it | 
r 


to any man, after you have exacted from all who 
have gone before $125 an acre, the minimum 
orice of the public land, then to invite everybody 
to go and take possession of the land adjoining 
without returning their money to those who have 
already purchased ? Why do you make a dis- 
crimination against them? I put it to my honor- 
able friend from Tennessee, is it just and fair that 
2 man who has labored upon the public lands for 
many years, until he has earned his quarter or 
half section, and has paid for it, should be sur- 
rounded suddenly by hundreds and thousands of 
men who have never performed a day’s labor on 
the lands, and yet who can sell that landgs soon 
as they have got patents? 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does the Senator | 


desire an answer? 

Mr. CLAYTON. I yield with pleasure to 
hear your reply, if you choose to make it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will answer the 
Senator very frankly. I admit that it seems to be 
unjust. I concede that it seems to be an act of 
injustice that one American citizen should have 
been required, under a previous law, to pay $1 25 
an acre for his land, and then afterwards another 
man be permitted to go and settle by him without 
paying anything for his tract. But let me ask 
the Senator another question. Suppose a man 
settles in the wilderness, and encounters all the 
hardships and privations incident to such a settle- 
ment, and clears up his one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, | want to know of my friend from 
Delaware, if he goes and takes the adjoining 
quarter section at $1 25 an acre, does he not 
derive his full quota of the benefits of the labor of 
the man who first settles, and supplies ell the 
necessaries incident to life? I wish to make my- 
self perfectly understood by the Senator. He 
gets, in the case, 1 suppose, all the benefits of 
civilization and settlement, resulting from the act 
of the man who is given one hundred and sixty 
acres, in going into the wilderness and cultivating 
the land which is granted to him under this law. 
Those who follow the first settlers, and settle 
down by them, and do not encounter the hard- 
ships which they have to encounter, but come in 
afterwards, and pay for their land, enjoy the 


benefits of ‘the labor and suffering of those to | 
whom the land was granted; so that the case is | 


just as hard in one aspect as the other. 


Mr. CLAYTON. The Senator has entirely | 


misunderstood this bill. It does not allow a 


settler who has bona fide purchased one hundred | 


and sixty acres, to take up one hundred and sixty 


more. He has. mistaken entirely one of the | 


plainest provision of the bill. 


Mr. CASS. Will the honorable Senator allow | 


me to make one remark on this point? 
Mr. CLAYTON. Certainly. 


Mr.CASS. | merely do it because the Senator, 
perhaps, does not recollect a view which was taken 
of this matter before. It was all gone over thirty 
ye ago. The principle which the honorable 

enator from Delaware assumes, would prevent 
Congress ever reducing the price of the public 
lands. You sold the land once at two dollars per 
acre; and when it was proposed to reduce it to 


$1 25, the same objection was urged by many that | 


's now urged by the Senator from Delaware. It 
was said you could not reduce the price, because 
that would be doing injustice to those who had 
already purchased at the higher price. 1 would 
remind the honorable Senator from Delaware, that 
every man who purchases public lands, purchasés 
subject to the disposition of Congress; and Con- 
gress has a right to reduce the price when it 
Pleases. It may graduate the price, and bring it 
— to twelve and a half cents per acre. There- 
ore, the principle cannot be carried out, that you 
cannot change the price of the lands, beeause you 
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have previously sold, under other circumstances, | ity of a man who has purchased and paid a full 


. . : | - 
but | wish to make a suggestion in | at a different price. 


and fair price for his land, does not diminish the 


Mr. CLAYTON. Let me tell the honorable | selling value of that man? Sir,in such acase you 


Senatorfrom Michigan, that the principle on which 
the graduation to which he has referred was made, 
was that the best lands had been taken up, and 


| that the inferior lands ought properiy and fairly 


to be offered at an inferior price. 
Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator will allow 


| me to say further, that thatis incorrect. That 
| argument could only apply to existing districts; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


but district after district subsequently came into 


the market, which had never before been offered || 


for sale, and where the prime and best lands were 


| sold for $1 25. It was not that principle, there- 


fore, which operated; but it was the principle that 
the price of the public lands at the time was 
thought to be too high. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The reduction from $2 to 
$1 25 was made on the abolition of the old credit- 
system, in the sale of the lands. Cash was the 


| alleged consideration for the reduction to $1 25 


from $2 ata long credit. We have had no grad- 


| uation laws reducing the price lower than $1 25; 
| and, sir, no graduation bill can be just which is 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


} 
| 


| 
| 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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not founded on the idea that the best lands have 
been disposed of, and that worse remain to be dis- 
posed of, at a smaller price. I have not beena 
friend to any of these graduation bills, nearly all of 


| which are projects to plunder the Government; 


though I have always voted, and 1 say it with 


| great satisfaction, liberally for western improve- 


ments, and for the interests of the western country. 
But in regard to the point which the honorable 
Senator from Michigan made, that the graduation 


| principle, bad as it may be, justifies the measure 
| before the Senate, I deny it. I say that here isa 
| measure of manifest injustice to those who have 


heretofore purchased publiciands; and the honor- 
able Senator from Tennessee is compelled to admit 
that it is unjust. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator 
permit me to make a single remark on that point? 

Mr. CLAYTON I yield the floor to my friend 
with great pleasure. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 1 happened to be at the head 
of the General Land Office, and ought, therefore, 
to know a little about the operation of the very 
view which the honorable Senator presents. If I 
understand his position, itis that when one man 
purchases a tract of land for $1 25an acre, which, 
by his labor and cultivation, becomes worth five 
or ten dollars an acre, and another man gets a 
neighboring tract, as a donation from the Govern- 
ment without any consideration, the man who has 
paid for the land is injured, because his land is de- 
creased in value. Is that the proposition? 

Mr. CLAYTON. Thatis not the exact way 
in which | stated it. But let the Senator go on. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I understand the Senator’s 
proposition to be, that if one man pays for a tract 
of land, builds a house on it, and cultivates it, 
and another man, his neighbor, gets land without 
paying for it, thé man who pays is thereby in- 
jared. Now, so far from that being the case, the 


| fact is, that if the adjoining tract is cultivated, even 


though the land be given to the occupant without 
cost, it improves and enhances the value of the 
tract of the adjoining man who paid for it. So far 
from diminishing its value, the effect of the culti- 
vation of an adjacent piece of land by the labor 
of any man, (no matter whether he pays for the 
land or not, for that has no bearing on the pointat 
all,) is to enhance the value of the farm of the 
man who has already purchased. That is the op- 


eration,as those who are familiar with the public | 


lands know. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I think it is 
self-evident, thatif millions of acres of land, around 
a farm which I may happen to own, be offered for 
nothing to all who may choose to come and settle 


upon it, the value, the selling price of my land. is | 


necessarily diminished by the operation. It is 
reduced beyond all controversy, in my judgment, | 
I will not say to nothing, but it is reduced so 
seriously, that where the donations in the neigh- 
hevbendiat settlers who have heretofore bought 
the public lands, are very numerous and extensive, 
the operation must be ruinous tothem. The Sen- 
ator from Illinois has skillfully confined himself 
to the case of a single settlement of one man by 
the side of another. But will any man tell me 
that putting thousands on tens of thousands of | 
acres of land into market for nothing, in the vicin- 


do gross and outrageous injustice; and if yo@r 
Government be unjust, and pass such a bill as 
this, it ought to and will make indemnity to those 
whom it shall thus ifijure. 

The Senator from New York [Mr. Sewarp] 
occupied much time mM reply to me by an argu- 
ment of his own against a proposition which 
neither | nor any one else ever made. I did not 
stop him. He had evidently never read my 
amendment, though he made a speech against it. 
I did not propose to give money or land te 


| mechanics only, but to mechanics and all other 


American citizens. His complaint was, that me-- 


chanics were not more meritorious than other 
classes. Nobody said they were. But | say they 
are, as American citizens, entitled to quite as many 
privileges as any other class of citizens; and in 


| our own country they shall always have my vote 


far anything they may ask, in preference to any 
afien; and | would rather have the approbation 
of the American mechanics of my public conduct 
than that of ail the aliens in the world. 

Mr. President, the honorable Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Wane] took so different a view of the 
rights of American citizens to the property of the 
United States from any that I have ever seen pre- 


| sented before, that I wish to comment for a few 
| moments upon it. Why,sir, he undertook to say 


he did not consider that he himself, although a son 
of the old Bay State, and now an honored Sen- 
ator of the United States from the greag State of 
Ohio, a citizen and a native-born American, had 
any greater right to any portion of this vast 
public property of the United States than any 
German, or any foreigner whatever. That is the 
gentleman’s position, fairly stated. Sir, is it pos- 
sible that such a feeling pervades the bosom of an 
American Senator? Is it possible that, under the 
influence of feelings and opinions like this, we are 
legislating on the great public domain of this 
nation, and are about to give away hundreds of 
millions of the national property? Are we to act 
on the idea that no American citizen has any more 
right to the public domain than the alien in Ger- 
many, Ireland, or Russia, or any other part of 


'| Europe? Sir, whose property is it ? The honor- 


able Senator seems to think it belongs to every- 


| body, and not merely to us. Well, who paid for 


| for it. ‘That money come from the pockets o 


it? Millions upon millions of dollars have gone 
out of the Treasury of the United States to pay 

the 
citizens of the United States. Millions upon mil- 
lions of acres of it were earned by the blood, as 
well as the treasure, of their revolutionary tore- 


| fathers. We have heretofore looked upon itas an 
| inheritance of which the American people might 
| well be proud. But the Senator boldly tells you 
| that no American has a right to claim any more 
| title to it than any foreigner! 


Mr. WADE. What I stated was, thatif these 
donations were to be considered as for the benefit 
of the particular individuals, A, B, or C, who 


| might take advantage of the bill, of course no one 
| had any right at all to the land. I thought, how- 


ever, that as the Government was the owner of 


| such a vast territory, and as it proposed to dis- 
| pose of it to those who would settle on it, as a 


matter of policy it was right to make no distine- 
tion between persons who should occupy it. I did 
not pretend that A, B, or C, whether foreigners 
or natives, had any right upon the public lands. 
Certainly the land belongs to the Government; 
but the Bixtrihtedt, I take it, has a right to sell 


| it to anybody, or to give it away to anybody, if 
| it is supposed the interests of the Government will 





be best promoted in that way. 

Mr> CLAYTON. The honorable Senator 
tainks, and so expresses himself in substance, that 
he has no more right to ask for a donation of the 
public domain than any foreigner whatever, be- 
cause he thins this policy of the Government is 
to give it away to all alike, 

Mr. WADE. I say, 1 do not feel, as an indi- 
vidual, that I have any more title to any particu- 
lar portion of it, im consequence of being an 
American citizen, and being accidentally a native 
born, than any other man. 

Mr. CLAYTON. There you find him, pre- 
cisely where he stood before he mage his explan- 
ation. Let me again revert to a remark which I 
made when I commenced my reply to the houor- 
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able Senator. I know not how to argue with him 


on such a subject, We are so entirely apart, that 
there ia no ground upon which we can expect to 
r@&meon with each other with a view that etther of 
us ehall ever be convinced, Sir, the views which 
the hon rable Senator has announced, are not the 
ventiments of the American people, rely upon it; 
and they will repudiate all sentiments of that de- 
scription. When they are told, as they now are, 
ihis day, on the floor of the Senate, that they 
have no more right to demand of this Government 
donations of the public Jands than any foreigner 
in Europe, they will, | think, give us a lesson 
which we shall remember hereafter. Sir, the 
utterance of such views are not very pleasing to 
those of us who entertain the opinion, as before 
God do, Urat the American people are entitled 
to this property in preference to any foreigner; 
that it is their birthright, and that it is a wrong 
and an outrage upon them:to give it to foreigners, 
as long a# they themselves demand to occupy it. 
Sir, [ say instead of putting down a sentiment 
like that IT have expressed, by persecuting the 
**Know-Nothings,’’ or any other American organ- 
ization, those who shall attempt it will find them- 
selves sadiy mistaken. It will be necessary, before 
you can put that sentiment down, to put down 


the American people—the true American people. | 


Before that can be done, 


‘(Pull many a pennon shall be torn, 
And many a knight to earth be borne, 
And many a banner shall be rent.”’ 


The sentiments which have been announced by 
the honofable Senator from Ohio are calculated to 
rouse the feelings of the whole American people; 
and they will hear with astonishment that it is 


considered now, upon the floor of the American | 


Senate, that they have no right to the public lands 
of the United States. 

Mr. President, | ask pardon of the Senate for 
this loose and desultory mode of discussing the 
subject. [ have already occupied more of the time 
of the Senate than I should have done With 


regard to the arguments which were used by my | 
honorable friend from Jowa, | have no further | 
I have been superseded in the | 
task which I had proposed in replying to some of | 
his observations, made, as they were, with all his | 


reply to make. 


accustomed eloquence and energy, by the efforts 
of other gentlemen who have gone before me, and 


who have fully answered him. [leave the subject, | 


but I shall deeply regret if the decision of the Sen- 


ate of the United States on this motion shall be, | 
that the American people, in the language of the | 
honorable Senator from Ohio, have no more rights | 
in the public domain of the United States than | 


any alien who has visited, or may hereafter visit, 
our shores, 

Mr. WADE, The Senator from 
{Mr. Cravron] states that | said the American 
people have no right to the public domain. | said 


no such thing; and I said nothing from whichany | 


euch inference could be justly drawn. I have 


barely stated that this bill carries ont what is, in | 
It does not stop to | 
inquire whether the beneficiaries are entitled, in | 
the legal sense of the term, to what they are to get | 


my judgment, sound policy. 


under it. Citizens and foreigners, all who com- | 
ply with the provisions of the bill, are to receive | 
so much land. The Government being the owner 
of this land, has a perfect right to grant it on such 
conditions as it deems proper; and it has as much | 
right to give the land to foreigners as to its own | 
citizens, so far as ican see. I[ stated, in connec- | 
tion with this, that when there was a vast conti- | 
nent of vacant lands, I could not see that any one | 
man had a better title than another to a specific 
quantity of land. I did not see when I spoke | 
before, I do not see now, on what principle of 
morals one can be considered better than the other. 
The Government owns the land. The Govern- 
ment has purchased it. I am not the owner of 
any of it, unless the Government gives it to me, | 
or f buy it; so of the foreigner. We both stand | 
on the same ground, so far as 1 see, in point of | 
morals, ethics, and law. That is what I meant. 
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Mr. BADGER, As I suppose there is no ex- || 


. , . { 
Mr. WALKER. [I do not suppose that my | 
own views will’ be accorded with in this matter; | 
bat | had hoped that we should get a vote this | 
evening on the motion of the Senator from Dela- 
ware to strike out the sixth section of this bill. 
There is a great deal depending upon that motion, 
and | had hoped the vote would be taken on it 
before the adjournment this evening. 

Mr. MASON. It cannot be done. 
gentlemen wish to speak. 

Mr. WALKER. I know this to be the fact, 
that whenever there is a disposition shown to ad- 
journ, it isalways impossible, in the estimation of 
gentlemen, to get a vote. If there be a majority 
of the Senate disposed to adjourn at this hour of 
the day, or to postpone the further consideration 
of this subject in order to go into Executive ses- 
sion, of course no one member, and no minority 
of members, can successfully oppose it; but I have 
only to say, that I hope the postponement will not 
take place, and that we shall have a vote on the 
amendment. 

Mr. BADGER. Sir, though opposed to the 
homestead bill, | considermyself under an obliga- 
tion to the gentlemen who are in favor of that 
measure, so far as | am concerned, to give them 
an opportunity at the earliest day to have a vote | 
of the Senate upon the subject, and to interpose 
no difficulty whatever in order to prevent that 
vote from being taken. Now, as the Senator 
from Wisconsin, a friend of that measure, is op- 
posed to the postponement of the bill until to-mor- 
row,in order that [ may submit the resolution I | 
propose to offer, | withdraw the motion. I have 
discharged my duty. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Ilikethe spirit indicated by 


the Senator from North Carolina, in declaring 


Several 


that, although he is opposed to the bill, he is in | 


favor of giving the friends of the measure an op- 
portunity to get a vote upon it. | hope, now, 
that there may be an understanding that, on a 
earticular day, ata particular hour, we shall pro- | 
ceed to the vote. If that understanding can be 
had, so that we may be sure of a vote, I shall 


be content; otherwise, [ think we ought to sit | 


later, until the time for taking the vote shall be | 
fixed. 

Mr. STUART. TheSenator from North Car- 
olina may effect his object, | think, easily, by the 
unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. lI had no object to effect. 1 
wished to do a simple act of justice to the friends 
of the bill. 

Mr. STUART. 
sired tosubmit a resolution. 
be no objection to that 

Mr. WALKER. 
North Carolina wi'l have no individual feeling in 
this matter as regards myself. 


Mr. BADGER. Ihavenot theleast. I merely 


I understood the Senator de- | 


Certainly there will 


wanted to enable the friends of this bill to pro- || 


ceed with it. 

Mr. WALKER. I hoped, when the Senator 
got the floor, he was about to ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to lay his resolution on the | 
table. For one, I should have no objection to that, | 
but T could not consent to the postponement of the 


him to introduce a resolution. I am perfectly 
willing, for one, to give my consent that he shall 
lay his resolution on the table. Nobody has ob- | 
jeeted to that. It can be done by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. BADGER. Well, sir, we shall see wheth- 
er it will be objected to. 
might have a right, without unanimous consent, | 
to lay the resolution on the table. 

Several Senarorns. There is no objection. 


| 

Mr. BADGER. My resolution is: 

Resolved, That the order setting apart every Friday for | 
the consideration of private bills on the geueral order of | 
the day, be sespended dor Priday, the l4th instant. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objec- | 
tion to the resolution ? 

Several Senators, No abjection. 

By unanimous consent, the resolution was con 


BE. 


| in accordance with the views of the 


I hope the Senator from || 


1 


___ July 14, 
—_ Senator f; 
illinois, [Mr. Dovetas,] we can come to g 7 
derstanding as to the day when we shall og 
vote on the bill now under consideration, me 

Several Senators. We can fix that to. 
row. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to, 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, the 8 
ceeded tothe consideration of Executiy 
and, after some time spent therein, the 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs. 
Fripay, July 14, 1854, 


The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m, Pra 
by Rev. Henry Sricer. yer 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 
THE WASHINGTON MONUMEN?, 


The SPEAKER appointed the following gen. 
tlemen as members of the select committee On the 


‘ memorial of the Board of Managers of the Wash. 


ington National Monament Society, asking tha 
Congress will take such action as may result wie 
plan for completing the erection of the said mony. 
ment, which was referred by the House on yester. 
day to a select committee of thirteen, viz: Mesgrs 
May, of Maryland; Jones, of Pennsylvania: 
Reese, of Georgia; McMv ui, of Virginia; Dow. 
DELL, of Alabama; Extot, of Massachusetts; 2. 
Lison, of Ohio; Vat, ot New Jersey; Oxiver, of 
Missouri; Pratt, of Connecticut; Macy, of Ws. 
consin, and Purrear, of North Carolina. 

Mr. CUMMING, by unanimous consent, and 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
“to authorize the Postmaster Generai to enter into 
a contract for the transportation of the mails be. 
tween Brooklyn, New York, and various parts of 
Europe;”’ which was read a first and second time 


by its tithe, and referred to the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. C., said: | ask the permission of the House 
to have some remarks priuted, which I desired wo 


| make on this subject, 


There was no objection. 
Mr. FAULKNER. I was about to ask the 


| House for permission to make some reports from 


a committee; but I prefer to modify my motion 
so as to ask that the Speaker, with the consent of 
the House, shall call the committees fpr reporis of 


| private bills, with a view to their reference. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from Virginia that the business first 
in order—this being private bill day—is the dis- 


|| posal of the bills from the Senate on the Speaker's 


table of a private nature only. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Then I will renew my 
motion when these bills are disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would further re- 
mark, that he has always believed it to be in ac- 
cordance with the spirit of the rule to pursue the 
course indicated by the gentleman from Virginia. 
But such. has not been the practice of the body. 


‘ | After the Speaker’s table has been cleared of pri- 
consideration of the bill until to-morrow, to allow || 


vate bills, in the absence of a motion to go intoa 
Committee of the Whole House, the usual practice 


| has been to call for reports of committees gener- 


ally. 
BINDING OF COAST SURVEY MAPS. 
Mr. RUSSELL. I ask leave to offer the fol 


| lowing resolution from the Committee on Priot- 
| preferred to have the || . 6 


bill pastponed until to-morrow, in order that I || 


ing: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be authorized 
to have hound the three hundred and fifty copies of the Coast 
Survey maps furnished for the use of members of Congress, 
provided the same shall not cost more than fifty ceuls pet 
volume. ° 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
read, considered, and agreed to. 


REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS. 


The following bills from the Senate were then 
taken from the Speaker’s table, severally read & 


| first and second time by their titles, and refer 
| as indicated below: 


—_———<<—_ |_| -—— SS - - 


sidered and agreed to. | No. 276. An act for the relief of Mrs. Ann E. 
Mr. MASON. I now move to postpone the, Angus. Referred to the Committee on lay 

further consideration of the homestead bill until || Pensions. 

up to-morrow morning, I rise now to move that | to-morrow, with a view of proceeding to the con- |; No. 233. An act for the relief of Susan Coody 

the further consideration of this subject be post- | sideration of Executive business. and others. Referred to the Committee ou | 

poned until to-morrow. | Mr. WALKER. I rise to ascertain whether, || Affairs. 


pectation of having any vote upon this bill to-day, || 
and as! have also a resolution which | wish to || 
have laid upon the table, in order that | may call it 








from 
LD up. 
ake & 


Mor. 


' Pro. 
iN€Rg. 
Were 


rayer 


oved, 


gen. 
Nn the 
lash. 
’ that 
tina 
One 
PSter. 
S8rs, 
ania; 
ow- 
; EL. 
R, of 
Wis. 


and 
i bill 
Into 
| De. 
ts of 
ume 
| the 


Ouse 
d to 


the 
rom 
tion 
it of 
is of 


e to 
first 
dis. 
er’s 


my 


r re 
| At- 
the 
nia. 
uly. 
pri- 
oa 
stice 
ner- 


fol- 
‘inl- 


ized 
"ast 
TPSS, 
5 per 


was 


id a 
red 


1 E. 
alid 


ody 





1854. 


No. 


rryman. Referred to the Committee on Naval 


= 


flair 
N ) 


Nye. 


“ye 


997, An act for the relief of Thomas C. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

No. 323. An act for the relief of Obed Hussey. 
Refe sed to the Committee on Patents and the 
yerert 
Parent Office. - 

No. 106. An act to authorize the payment of 
valid pensions to the heirs of Lieutenant Robert 


nval 7 = D 
Referred to the Committee on 


Wh te and others. 
Invalid Pensions. . . : 
No. 310. An act for the relief of the heirs of 
as late Uri Emmons. Referred to the Committee 
o> Patents and the Patent Office. 
No, 345. An act for the relief of Calvin B. Sey- 
mour and of William Boynton, surviving partner 
of thefirm of W.& H. Boynton. Referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. XM 

No. 342. An act for the relief of William 
Darby. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

No. 359. An act granting bounty lands to 
Elizabeth Summers, widow of Cornelius Sum- 
mers, a soldier in the late war with Great Britain. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

No. 346. An act for the relief of the heirs-at- 
law of William Van Wart, deceased. Referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

No. 353. An act for the relief of the represent- 
ative of Henry King, deceased. Referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

No, 354. An act for the relief of Nancy Bowen 
and Sarah Larabee. Referred to the Committee 
en Invalid Pensions. 

No. 356. An act for the relief of George Den- 
net, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

No. 360. An act for the relief of John McKey. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

No. 362. An act for the relief of Asa Andrews. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

No. 368. An act for the relief of Captain 
Charles G. Merchant. Referred to the Commit- 
teeon Military Affairs. 

No. 363. An act for the relief of Jonas P. Levy 
and José Maria Jerrero. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, 

No. 392. An act granting an increase of pen- 
sion to Mrs. Frances Smith, of South Carolina. 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. 

No, 375. An act relative to the account of 
General Stephen Moylan. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MAY There is upon the Speaker’s table 
a Senate bill (No. 305) which I desire the consent 
of the House to have taken up, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

No objection being made, the following bill was 
taken up, read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means: 

An act directing a reéxamination of the accounts 
maze the United States and the State of Mary- 
and. 

Mr. STUART, of Ohio. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to have Senate bil! No. 192, 
for the relief Ann J. Knapp taken from the Speak- 
ers table, and referred to the Commitee on Invalid 
Pensions, I will state that the bill was reported 
adversely on by that committee, and on their mo- 
tion laid upon the table; but as they have received 
new evidence in relation to the case, I ask that it 
may be re-referred. 


There was no objection, and the bill was taken 
up and referred. 


OCEAN MAIL STEAMERS. 


Mr. MACE. 
the 


mitt 


on 


I ask the unanimous consent of 
House to make a report from the select com- 
‘fe on ocean mail steamers, for the purpuse of 
having it laid upon the table, and printed. 

There was no objection; and the report was re- 
ceived, laid upon ‘the table, and ordered to be 
Printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to execute the 
order of the House by elles the various standing 
committees for reports of a private character, for 
the purpose of reference without debate. 
Mr. EDGERTON. I desire to say that I have 
& large number of reports from the 
laims, which I desire to present. 


973. An act for the relief of Otway H. | 
a | away the key to the committee room, so that | 


| incorporation of an insurance company. 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| I reached my seat, the Committee on Commerce 


| the relief of Alexander Lee,”’ with a recommend- 


| printed. 


| have called up the motion to reconsider, which I 


| Committee of the Whoie House. 
| afterwards moved a reconsideration, for the pur- 


ommittee of | tavus B. Horner, deceased;”” which was read a | CRO 
The clerk of || first and second time by its title, referred to a \| friend from Virginia was aware of the character 


| that committee to makea report, and | now ask 
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Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PECKHAM, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, made an adverse report’in 
the case of Colonel William Nelson; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. P., from the same committee, reported back 
Senate bill (No. 415) ‘for the relief of Phineas 
Nightingale, administrator of the estate of Nath»n- 
ie] Greene, deceased,’’ with an amendment. The 
bill was referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. PECKHAM, it was ordered 
that the same committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of David 
Baylis, deceased, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ROGERS, from the Committe on Revolu- 
tionary Cleims, reported bills ‘*for the relief of 
the heirs of Lieutenant Andrew Fenley,’’ and 
‘‘for the relief of the administrator of Thomas 
Wishart, deceased,’’ which were read a first and 
second time by their titles, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. R, from the same committee, also made 
an adverse report in the case of the heirs of Cap- 
tain William Van Sears; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered tu be printed. 

Mr. RUFFIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill ** for the relief of Lincoln Bates;” 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARLAN, of Ohio. I am instructed by 
the Committee of Claims, to ask that they be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the Sen- 
ate bill for the “relief of the owners of the brig 
Kate Boyd,’’ and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. MILLSON. I should like to know the 
object of the gentleman. 

Mr. HARLAN The owners desire to furnish 
additional proof in that case, which, they say, they 
now have in their possession. 

Mr. MILLSON. I do not think that any addi- 
tional proof in the case will change my views. 

| But I have no objection. 

There being no objection, the order to change 
the reference was made. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, by unanimous consent, 
presented the memorial of the Legislature of the 
State of Mississippi, ‘‘ praying Congress to in- 
demnify Witham L. Dearing, late deputy sur- 
veyor of the United States, for the resurvey of 
nine townships of public land, in the district north 
of Red river, in the State of Louisiana, which be- 
came necessary in consequence of the accidental 
and unavoidable loss of the original field notes of 
said surveys in crossing the Red river in the year 
1831;’’ which, on his motion, was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. NICHOLS, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported a bill ‘* for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Charles Pavie;”’ 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HILLYER, from the same committee, re- 
ported House bill, No. 220, being a ** bill to revive 
an act approved 3d March, 1823, and ap act ap- 
proved 26ch May, 1824, supplementary thereto, 
| in reference to the Bahia Honda claim for land in 

Louisiana;” which was referred to a Committee 

of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I ask leave to report 

back from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
Senate bill, No. 153, ‘*to relinquish the rever- 
sionary interest of the United States to certain re- 
servations therein mentioned, and to confirm the 
| title of Charles G. Gunter thereto,” with a rec- 
I was not aware that any.) ommendation that it do pass; and I also ask that 
| such order had been made this morning; and | jt be put on its passage now, 
| shall not press the consideration of the motion Mr. FAULKNER. I object. 
| which | have indicated at this time. | The SPEAKER. Perhaps the gentleman from 
| The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the | Alabama {[Mr. Apercrompie) is not aware that 
i 
| 


that committee, however, is sick, and has taken 


cannot getthem. f ask leave to present them as 
soon as I can get them. 

Mr. GREEN WOOD. I desire, also, to say that 
the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands 
is not now present. There is a bill in his charge, 
which | shall ask the consent of the House to 
present as soon as he comes into the House 

Mr. KERR. I havea bill from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, which is not precisely of a pri- 
vate character, put to which, | presume, there 
will be noobjection. I ask the indulgence of the 
House to have it taken up, and put upon its pas- 
save. Itisa bill to regulate the time for holding 
the sessions of the district court of the United 
States fur the eastern district of Louisiana—Senate 
bill No. 377. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I object, until the call of 
the committees has been gone through with. 

Mr. DICK. | desire to report, from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, a bill for the 


The SPEAKER. Such bills are not asually re- 
garded as ofa private character, and, in the opinion 
of the Chair, would not come within the order of 
the House. ; 

Mr. DICK. Then I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to report it. ‘The bill has been 
recommended by the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. ORR. I object. 

Mr. FENTON. | have just come in, and before 


had been called and passed. 1! am instructed by 


that it be received. 

The SPEAKER. If the bill be of a private 
character it will be received. 

Mr. FENTON, then, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back Senate bill No. 253 * for 


ation that it do not pass. 
Ordered that said bill lie upon the table, and be 


Mr. MILLSON. When the Committee on 
Commerce was called, if the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Fenton] had been in his seat, I should 


submitted some two weeks ago, the reference of a 
bill then reported under an order of the House 
authorizing private bills which did not give rise to 
debate, to be reported for the purpose of reference | 
to proper committees. On that occasion, the gen- | 
tleman from New York [Mr. Fenton] reported a 
bill of a publig character, which was referred to a 
1 immediately 


pose of having the bill referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, where it 
properly belongs. [tis a bill of a very important 
character, and one which heretofore has been 
always referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. It ought to take that || 
direction now. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. What bill is it? 


Mr. MILLSON. [It is a bill authorizing, or 
| directing, the adjustment of the claims of various 
| merchants of the cities of New York and San 
Francisco, for return of duties paid on goods 
| destroyed by fire. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
| reconsideration can be now had, and the reference 
of the bill changed from a Committee of the 
W hole House to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union; but the Chair will state 
| that he cannot entertain the proposition, if it give 
| rise to debate, for the reason that the House is 

now acting under a suspension of the rules, or 
| rather under a unanimous order for call on com- || 
mittees for reports ef private bills. 

Mr. MILLSON. 


reconsideration ean be now hed. it is by unanimous consent of the House that 

Mr. FENTON. I object. | committees are being called only for private bills 

Mr. ELLIOTT, of Kentucky, from the Com- | which do not give rise to debate; and objection 

| mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill | being made, this bill cannot be pat upon its pas- 
| ** for the relief of the legal representatives of Gus: | sage now. 


Mr. ABERCROMBIE. | imagine that if my 
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of this bill, be would not make any objection to 
my motion. It has passed the Senate four differ- 
ent times, and has been before the House since 
1837. It simply refers to the title of a small piece 
of jand on the Alabama river. It will not take 
five minutes to have it passed. 

Mr. FAULKNER. | would remark to the 
gentleman from Alabama, that if he renews his 
motion after the call of the committees has been 
concluded, I will make no objection. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Then I ask to with- 
draw the bill. 

The bill was withdrawn. 

Mr. GER, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported a bill ** authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to pay John Charles Frémont for 
beef furnished to the California Indians;’’ which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported back bill of the Senate 
(No. 324) * for the relief of Seneca G. Simmons,”’ 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 


Ordered, That said bill lie on the table and be printed. 


Mr. F. also, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills; which were read a first and 
second time by their respective titles, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed: 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to settle the account of Thomas Jordan, assistant 
quartermaster in the United States Army; and 

A bill for the settlement of the claims of W. P. 
Buckner and Pierce Crosby, passed midshipmen 
in the United States Navy. 

Mr. SOLLERS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back, with a recommendation 


that it do pass, Senate bill (No. 295,) ‘* for the re- || Worcester, Massachusetts, praying for a pen- 
A‘ | sion; 
the United States Army;’’ which was referred to | I 


lief of 8S. R. Addison, passed assistant surgeon in 


a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. SOLLERS. I ask leave to present the 
petition of Captain Charles Williamson. 

A Memper. 1 object. 

The SPEAKER. It is objected to; but unde 
the rule, it can be presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
and referred. 

Mr. FLAGLER, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, made adverse reports on the 
following petitions; which reports were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed: 

The petition of Mary Young, praying that a 
pension may be granted to her husband, and the 
other heirs and legal representatives of William 
Leggett, a soldier in the revolutionary war; and 

The petition of citizens of Philadelphia, asking 
that the half pay of revolutionary officers during 


their lives be allowed to their descendants, deduct- || 


ing the amount received as commutation. 
Mr. ELLISON, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition and papers of 


Joel Kelsey, asking for a pension; which was || 


laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STUART, of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, reported bills of the follow- 
ing titles; which were read a first andl second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of William Chittenden; 

A bill for the relief of William Gove; 

A bill for the relief of Jonathan Pierce; and 

A bill for the relief of William Parker. 

Mr. 8., from the same committee, made adverse 
reports upon the petitions in the following cases; 
which were laid upon the table, and the committee 
discharged from their further consideration: 


The petition of Thomas G. Brown, of Tennes- | 


see, praying for a pension, on account of disability 
incurred from exposure in the military service of 
the United States, in the war of 1812; 

The petition of Thomas Byron, for pension, or 
other compensation for his services rendered during | 
the war of 1812; . 

The petition of Thomas Whinney, of the State | 
of Tennessee, praying for a pension, on account | 
of the disability incurred from exposure and fatigue 
in the military service of the United States during | 
the war of 1812; | 

The petition of William J.:Sears, an invalid 
pensioner, asking for an increase of pension; 

The petition of James Smallwood, of Clark 


See 


| and 





| gress to grant him a pension for disabilities in- 
| curred by him in the late war with Great Britain; 





pension roll, or such other relief as Congress may 
grant; 

The petition of Hopestill Bigalow, of Yates 
county, New York, praying for an increase of 
pension; 

The petition of Elijah Frye, of Bath, Maine, 
praying for a pension for his services in the war 
of 1812; 

The petition of Solomon Honey, of the county 
of Middlesex, Massachusetts, an invalid pen- 
sioner of the war of 1812, praying for an increase 
of pension; 

The petition of Charles Bissell, of Stafford coun- 
ty, Virginia, praying for a pension, in consideration 
of his services in the war of 1812; and 

The petition of William W. Diche, a soldier 
in the Mexican war, praying for an increase of 
pension. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
back the petitions and papers in the following 
eases; which were referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions: 

The petition of Tabitha Lester, for a pension; 


The petition of Jane Gaston, of South Caro- 


lina, widow of Joseph Gaston, praying that the | 
| invalid pension granted to her husband in his 


lifetime may be also granted to her. 

Mr. EDMANDS, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports on the petitions and papers 
in the following cases; which were laid upon the 


| table, and the committee discharged from the 
| further consideration thereof: 


The claim of Wyman Badger, of Pennsylvania, 


| for arrears of pension; 


The petition of James Cowley, an invalid of the 
war of 1812, praying for a pension; 
The petition of Augustus Cooper, a citizen of 


The petition of Edward Cotter, a soldier in the 


vice of the country, praying for a pension; 

The petition of Elias Bulloch, a soldier in the 
war of 1812, praying for a pension; 

The petition of Zerah Whitney, of Michigan, 


| a soldier in the war of 1812, praying for a pen- 


sion; and 
The petition of Elizabeth Van Ranst, widow of 


John Van Ranst, of Sackett’s Harbor, New York, } 


who died in the United States service during the 
war of 1812, asking for a pension. 
Mr. E. also, from the same committee, reported 


‘| a bill ‘* for the relief of Zelia Rawson;’’ which was 
read a first and second time by its title, referred to | 
a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered | 


to be printed. 
Mr. CHRISMAN, from the same committee, 
reported adversely on the following petitions; 


thereof: 
* The petition of Voucher Bonzinska and others, 
citizens of the State of Tennessee, praying Con- 


and 

The petition of William Strong, a soldier inthe 
Mexican war, asking for a pension. 

Mr. BANKS. lask the consent of the House 
to report, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
a bill **to refund the balance due to Massachu- 


'| setts for disbursements during the late war with 
| Great Britain,” for the purpose of having it re- 


ferred. 
Mr. OLDS. That is not a private claim. 
Mr. BANKS. I am aware that it is not, but 
I ask the consent of the House to report it. 
There being no objection, the bill was received, | 
read a first and second time by its title, referred | 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. THURSTON, from the Committee on Pat- | 
ents and the Patent Office, reported back Senate | 
bill, No. 260, entitled ** An act for the relief of | 
Gideon Hotchkiss,’’ with a recommendation that | 
itdo pass. The bill was referred to a Committee of | 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying | 
report, ordered to be printed. 
Mr. T. also, from the same committee, reported | 
adversely on the following petition; which was | 
laid upon the table, and, with the accompanying | 
reports, ordered to be printed: —_- 


LOBE. 


| county, Indiana, praying to be placed upon the 


July 14, 


arker, for ey. 


Petition of Zebulon and Austin P. 
tension of two patents. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF THE SESSION 


Mr. COBB. It is possible that the 
I design submitting, may be regarded ee 
eral character. If it beso regarded, then | shal! 
unanimous consent to allow me to introduce er 
put iton its passage. From an examination 
the Calendar, and a knowledge of the few wal 
left of this session, all must conclude that € ; 
gress will adjourn, leaying two or three hundred 
bills unacted on. To prevent reinvestigation of all 
these cases at the next short session, ! now moy 
as I have done for several years past, that the bill 
which remain on the Calendar at the close of the 
present session, unacted on, be placed on NEXt seg. 
sion’s Calendar, and considered in the order in 
which they were left; that the unfinished business 
shall go over, and stand as though there had been 
no adjournment. Every member is interested in 


| the matter, and I trust there will be no Objection 


| Black Hawk war, who lost his sight in the ser- | 


| Mr. COBB. 


| Mr. FLORENCE. 


to the proposition. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. [ under. 
stand the contingency to which the gentleman 
refers is provided for under the rules, 

TheSPEAKER. Is there any objection to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Alabama, tha 
the unfinished business of this session ZO over 
and be taken up at the next session, as though 
there had been no adjournment? . 

Mr. PHELPS. I ask that the 2lst joint rue 
be read. 
|_ Mr. HAVEN. And I ask the reading of the 

22d rule. 


Mr. COBB. I have no particular interest in the 


| proposition. I have only one bill upon the Ca. 

'endar. I hope the Speaker will explain the effec 
of what I propose when the rules indicated have 
been read to the House. 

The 21st joint rule was read, as follows: 

‘* After six days from the commencement of a second, 
subsequent session of Congress, all bills, resolutions, o¢ 
reports, which originated in either House, and at the close 
of the next preceding session remained undetermined jg 

| either House, shall be resumed and acted on in the same 
| manner as if an adjournment had not taken place.” 


I have reduced my to 
| writing, and ask that it may be read. 

| The resolution was read as follows: 

| Resolved, That all bills, resolutions and other matter re- 
ferred to the standing commitiees of this House, upon which 
no report shall have been made at this session, shall be re 
| turned informally to the Clerk, and shall, by virtue of this 
| resolution, stand recommitted at the commencement of the 
| next session, to said committees, into whose possession the 

Clerk is hereby directed to restore them. 


Mr. COBB. I hope the Speaker will explain 
the object of that resolution. 

The SPEAKER, The joint rule embraces all 
bills. This resolution embraces reports and other 


8; || matters. 
| which were laid upon the table, and the commit- || 


| tee discharged from the further consideration 


The question was then taken on the resolution; 
| and it was agreed to. 

I ask the unanimous com 
| sent of the House to report Senate bill for the “re- 
lief of David Myerle,’’ ordered to be reported, 


|| but which was not here when the Committee on 


| Naval Affairs was called. 
| The SPEAKER. There being no objection, 


| it will be received, and referred to a Committee 


of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Would it not be in ordet 
| to move to put it upon its passage. It has passed 
the Senate three times, and this House twice,! 
believe. 


| Mr. LETCHER. 1 object. : 
The bill.was then referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
On motion by Mr. MACE, it was 
Ordered, That he have leave to withdraw from the files 


of the House the papers in the case of John J. Bail, for the 
purpose of reference, leaving copies on file. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce the 
following resolution, in reference to an important 
document sent to us yesterday by the President 
of the United States, and which I ask may be re 
ferred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, That there be printed and bound ten thousand 
copies of the , and five hundred copies of the obser 
vations of the United States Astronomical expedition © 
Chili, five hundred copies of the report and cheer 
for the.use of the Navy Department, and two hundred e 

fty copies for the Superintendent, and the remainder ef 
the use of the members of the House, the said work (0 > 
printed and bound by the public printer, aud 





